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� ICARRD is a timely recognition by FAO leadership 
and the member countries about the importance of 
agrarian reform and rural development for poverty 
reduction and for the achievement of the World Food 
Summit Plan of Action.

� ICARRD will directly contribute to the Millennium 
Development Goals, principally MDG-1 (Eradicate 
extreme hunger and poverty), MDG-3 (Promote gender 
equality and empower women), MDG-7 (Ensure 
environmental sustainability) and MDG-8 (Develop a 
global partnership for development).

� It will also contribute to the implementation of the 
2003 ECOSOC Ministerial Declaration on “ Promoting an 
integrated approach to rural development” .

The Importance of Agrarian Reform and 
Rural Development Today



� Land reform is critical for poverty and hunger 
reduction.

� Access to land and agrarian reforms are part and 
parcel of sustainable rural development.

� Agrarian support services, investments and economic 
diversification are also required.

� Support to smallholder agriculture is key to food 
security, poverty reduction and rural development 
(nearly two billion people are dependent on locally 
produced food).

� Dialogue with stakeholders on this subject of 
significant national concern is most important and 
urgent.

The Importance of Agrarian Reform and 
Rural Development Today



FAO Committee on Agriculture (COAG) 
(April 2005) and Council (June 2005):

� Approved the proposal that FAO convene 
an ICARRD in 2006, to be hosted by Brazil.

� Noted that ICARRD would fulfil critical 
elements in commitments undertaken at WFS, 
WFS:fyl, WSSD, ECOSOC & for MDGs.

FAO Council (June 2005) also:

� Approved the proposed Calendar and 
Steering Committee.

Why an International Conference on Agrarian 
Reform and Rural Development (ICARRD) ?



Objectives of the Conference

1. Promote understanding, learning & constructive dialogue on
Agrarian Reform & Sustainable Rural
Development ...

2. Share experiences and foster recognition,

improved willingness and concrete actions…

…through the creation of a lasting 
platform for monitoring & evaluation 
of best policies & practices and Rural 
Development Progress

…through international cooperation & 
partnerships on Agrarian Reform & 
Sustainable Rural Development



1. State of the Arts in Agrarian Reform and Rural 
Development.

2. A Lasting platform of dialogue & experience sharing on 
Agrarian Reform & Sustainable Rural Development 
supported by an International Observatory Panel.

3. Enhanced international cooperation and partnership 
building on a range of best policies, practices & lessons 
learned on Agrarian Reform & sustainable Rural 
Development.

Outputs of the Conference



Organization of Work for the ICARRD 

INPUT:

• ICARRD Concept note 

•COAG, Council & Conference 
guidance

•Issues Papers

•National Stakeholder 
Consultations and Workshops 
(National Thematic Dialogue & 

Case Studies)

•National Reports

• FAO Stocktaking Reports

•Consultations with Regional 
Groups, IGOs, CSOs

•Call for Proposals

•Moderated Thematic E-
Conference

•Other technical papers

Follow-up Action

OUTPUT:

• Global Lasting Platform on AR 
& RD

•State of the Art on AR & RD

•Best Policies and Practices 
and Lessons Learned

• Conference report and 
framework for Priority Action

•Conference declaration

• Partnerships agreements 

•International Observatory 
Panel of AR & RD, indicators

• Database on AR & RD

• Contribution to achievements 

of WFS & MDGs goals

Plenary & 
Technical 
Sessions

High Level 
Roundtables

Sessions
on

Selected
Themes

Regional 
Discussions



Themes of the Conference

• Final themes will be identified through an 
open consultative process facilitated by FAO.

• Indicative themes:
� Best policies and practices for securing and 
improving access to land and water.

� Capacity building for improving access to land, 
water, agricultural inputs and agrarian services.

� New opportunities to revitalize rural communities: 
facilitating people’s choices in rural development.

� Agrarian reform, social justice and sustainable 
development.

� Food sovereignity and access to resources.



Follow-up Process

• Report to the 2008/2009 sessions of the Commission 
on Sustainable Development (CSD) on Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Land, Drought, Desertification and 
Africa.

• Reports to FAO Committee on Agriculture (COAG) on 
Conference follow-up under standing item on 
Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development 
(SARD).

•Periodic international reports on countries progress by 
Observatory Panel based on Indicators adopted by the 
Conference.

• Promotion of partnerships and South-South 
Cooperation on Agrarian Reform and Rural 
Development.



Day 1 : Opening 
ceremony

•Registration

•Speeches by Heads 
of States, Heads of 
Int. Agencies & 
Heads of Delegations

•Presentation of the 5
issues papers and by 
eminent speakers

Day 4: Reports

•Report on work of 
Commissions 1 and 
2  

•Brief presentations 
of Partnership 
Initiatives 

•Presentation & 
adoption of Final 
Report/Declaration

•Closing ceremony

Draft CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

All days  - Sessions on selected themes including a Round Table on agrarian reform
and rural  development, discussions on specific topics, meetings on partnership
initiatives, self-organised  working group sessions, exhibits, etc

Day 1: Special 
Committee
•Presentation of a 
selection of national 
reports 

•Presentation of a 
selection of case 
studies 

•Other presentations

Themes could include access to 
land, natural resources and rural 
services, capacity building of 
governments & civil society, 
opportunities for small producers, 
rural workers & communities, 
agrarian reform and rural 
development in the context of food 
sovereignty & social justice

Commissions should include 
representation from Governments, 
scientific community and 
CSO/NGO s

Commission 2:
Work on 
maximum 3 
themes 

Commission 1:
Work on 
maximum 3 
themes

Day2: Commissions

Open-ended debate between 
governments & civil society

Commission 2:
Work on 
maximum 3 
themes 

Commission 1:
Work on 
maximum 3 
themes

Day3: Open-ended debates

Throughout the Conference - Preparation of Final Declaration of ICARRD &Follow-up



Structure Supporting the Organization 
of the ICARRD Conference

Host Country - Brazil 

Steering Committee **

Technical 
Panel

Policy 
Panel

High Level 
Consultants

Brasilia 
Secretariat

Porto Alegre
Secretariat

*   Members – MDA, MRE, FAO Regional Office
** Members – FAO Regional Groups, Brazil and ICARRD Executive Secretary
*** Steering Committee will serve as Editorial Committee  

Executive Secretary
Technical & Support Staff

Brazil Advisory Group*

International

FA0 ICARRD 
Executive Secretariat 

Brazilian National Secretariat

Editorial  Committee***

CSO/NGOs’
interaction 

Information & 
Communication Unit 



GOVERNO FEDERAL / FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
Ministério das Relações Exteriores                    
Ministério do Desenvolvimento Agrário                   
Ministério do Desenvolvimento Social                            
Secretaria Geral da Presidência da República       
Cons. Nacional de Segurança Alimentar e Nutricional

SOCIEDADE CIVIL / CIVIL SOCIETY

Articulação dos Povos Indígenas do Nordeste

Central Única dos Trabalhadores                  
Confederação Nacional dos Trabalhadores na Agricultura 
Coordenação Nacional dos Quilombolas             
Conselho Nacional dos Seringueiros                              
Coord. das Nações Indígenas das Amazônia Brasileira                  
Federação dos Trabalhadores da Agricultura Familiar             
Instituto de Estudos Sócio-Econômicos                 
Movimento das Mulheres Camponesas                               
Movimento de Libertação dos Sem Terra               
Movimento dos Atingidos por Barragens           
Movimento dos Pequenos Agricultores                     
Movimento dos Sem Terra

ORGANISMO INTERNACIONAL (convidado) 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION (invited)
Organização das Nações Unidas para Agricultura e 
Alimentação (FAO)

MEMBROS / MEMBERS

Rural producers, indigenous peoples, women organizations, traditional communities, extractivists, scientists, scholars, 
government repreentatives, civil society repreentatives

INTERNATIONAL CIVIL SOCIETY /SOCIEDADE 
CIVIL INTERNACIONAL

Action Aid, 

Via Campesina,

Oxfam

BRAZILIAN COMMITTEE



Conferência Internacional 
sobre Reforma Agrária e 
Desenvolvimento Rural 
Porto Alegre, Brasil • 7-10 de 
Março de 2006

Conference Logo

http://www.icarrd.org

International Conference on 
Agrarian Reform and Rural 
Development Porto Alegre, 
Brazil • 7-10 March 2006

Conférence Internationale sur la 
Réforme Agraire et le 
Développement Rural Porto Alegre, 
Brésil 7-10 Mars 2006

Conferencia Internacional sobre
Reforma Agraria y Desarrollo
Rural Porto Alegre, Brasil 7-10 
Marzo 2006  



• International Trust Fund Established with Contribution from Brazil, some other 
contributions are forthcoming (e.g. IFAD)

• Steering Committee: Constituted (Chair, Philippines) had already four meetings

• Technical & policy pannel: constituted & several meetings organized

• Brazilian national committee: established/ resourced

• Permanent dialogue with CSO/NGOs established

• Issues papers: Annotated outlines and First drafts

• ICARRD website: http://www.icarrd.org

• National case studies: Guidelines prepared and over 15 Case studies from all 
regions identified and underway

• Voluntary national reporting: Guidelines send to countries and technical 
assistance provided

Progress to date



ACTIVITIESIN BRAZIL

WORKSHOP
date: 09 to 11/nov/2005                  
place: Itamaraty Palace / Brasilia
objective: Preparation of the
Brazilian participation in ICARRD

FAO BRASIL/BRAZIL - MDA:                      
SEMINAR
date: 2 days in the week between 15 
and 20/dec/2005                 
place: to be defined                   
objective: presentation and debate 
of studies on agrarian reform and
rural development in the last ten 
years in Brazil supported by FAO

OTHER

• National Plenary Session for
Sustainable Rural Development /
National Council for Sustainable
Rural Development (Condraf)                
•  Activities as instructed by the 
Brazilian Committee                          
• Previously designed activities
under the recommendation of the
Brazilian Committee

Progress to date



ICARRD CASE STUDIES BY THEMES

1. Access to resources for marginalized groups

CHILE           1)  Indigenous Peoples (CONADI)
2)  Fisher folks

COLOMBIA   Indigenous and Afro-Colombian territorial rights 

INDIA             Women's land rights

KENYA        Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development

PERU            Andean Forum on Agrarian Reform

UGANDA       Women's land rights



ICARRD CASE STUDIES BY THEMES

2. Policies and practices for securing and improving access to resources

ALGERIA Access to resources and revitalizing rural territories

BURKINA FASO      Land tenure and sustainable village land                        
management

MOZAMBIQUE        Legal justice and land reform

NAMIBIA                 Land Tax

NEPAL                    National policies and legislation on access to land, 
water and forestry

RWANDA               Implications of land policy implementation: villagization, 
consolidation and land commissions



ICARRD CASE STUDIES BY THEMES

3. Dynamics of Actors and Institutions

COLOMBIA              Productive Alliances   

LEBANON               Rural stakeholders and information management

MALI                        Decentralization processes

NIGER                     Decentralization and local land administration: 
secure access to land for pastoralists



ICARRD CASE STUDIES BY THEMES

4. Mechanisms for participation and 
transparency processes

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA   Participatory territorial planning in post-
conflict

BRAZIL                                Participatory territorial planning

GHANA                                Strengthen meaningful and sustainable civil 
society engagement in ongoing LAP

PERU                                   Negotiated Policy Making mechanism 
(CONVEAGRO)

PHILIPPINES                      Challenging areas for improvement of local 
negotiation processes



ICARRD CASE STUDIES BY THEMES

Countries still under discussion:

ANGOLA
CHINA
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES
FIJI
GUATEMALA
INDONESIA
IRAN
MADAGASCAR
SYRIA
SOUTH AFRICA



PORTO ALEGRE 

1.36 million inhabitants                      
Life expectancy: 71.4 years                              
26 inhab/ha                                        
GNP above US$11billion                                  
UN’s Brazilian quality of life
metropolis

Porto Alegre

PORTO ALEGRE - BRASIL



PORTO ALEGRE 

Alfabetization index: 96% 
Water services: 99,5% 
Electricity services: 98%

PORTO ALEGRE - BRAZIL



THANK YOU !!

International Conference on Agrarian Reform 
and Rural Development


