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Actions to be taken, advice and decisions are in bold.

The purpose of the meeting was to convey the results and discussions of the ICARRD Steering Committee’s meeting held 8 September 2005 and to inform the participants of the agenda of the Steering Committee meeting to be held 30 September 2005.

Mr. Koohafkan began the meeting by informing the IPC and AAI that the Steering Committee welcomed Civil Society Organisation (CSO) participation in the preparation for and proceedings of ICARRD. He noted that the letter written by the IPC was given to the Steering Committee. The Steering Committee decided to make every effort to make the preparations for the Conference completely participatory. Mr. Koohafkan acknowledged that CSO participation depends largely on funding, and he suggested that the IPC speak with Thomas Price (TCDS) about potential donors (Norway and the Netherlands, for example). He added that the IPC and the Steering Committee should develop a timeline of actions.

On the subject of the International Land Coalition’s (ILC) involvement, Mr. Koohafkan noted that there was no agreement made as yet. The Steering Committee wants the ILC to be included as a CSO. However, since FAO is a partner in the ILC, the situation is complicated.

Mr. Koohafkan noted that the Steering Committee welcomes CSO involvement in the drafting of the country Case Studies.

Mr. Groppo informed the IPC that AAI would write 3 or 4 of the Case Studies (Ethiopia, Mozambique, Nepal and Uganda). FAO and AAI are to co-fund the Mozambique study.  He went on to say that the Case Studies are a mix of different proposals. He affirmed that the issue of Fisher Folk (a suggestion from IPC) should be part of the conference. FAO is discussing with the FAO Indonesia office to confirm the details of the Case Study (it is envisioned that IPC write this study). He mentioned that the ILC has made a very concrete proposal to carry out an Andean Forum on Agrarian Reform in conjunction with CEPES. The Ugandan Land Alliance (part of the ILC) has confirmed its interest in participating in the discussion on the Case Study. He noted that the proposed Chilean Case Study, originally intended to cover Indigenous People may be cancelled at the suggestion of the FAO Chile office.

Mr. Koohafkan said FAO is happy to promote the regional identity of the case studies and added that a specific text on Fisher folk and Forest dwellers. He then noted that FAO would like the IPC to prepare an Issue Paper on Food Sovereignty and Natural Resources. In this manner, the IPC can capture many of the issues it has worked on while staying within an FAO approved framework (i.e. the FAO Council has already approved the Right to Food issue). He added that the paper should be forward looking and tied to the Right to Food.

Mr. Groppo pointed out that all the Case Studies and Issue Papers will be submitted to the Steering Committee for review and editing. He suggested that the papers attempt to find points of convergence between the various views on the topics. 

Mr. Koohafkan informed the participants that the Brazilian Ambassador to the FAO requested that a document entitled “Agrarian Reform, Social Justice and Sustainable Development” should be written and the suggested authors are Sergio Leite and Sam Moyo.

He went on to speak about Ignacy Sachs’ visit to FAO and his seminar on rural development.  Mr. Koohafkan summarised Sachs’ views on the promotion of bio-energy to promote rural development and shift the geopolitical power away from oil. He said that Sachs’ may be a guest speaker at the Conference. In addition, FAO is looking for several guest speakers to participate in the Conference, Side Events Round Table discussions. Mr. Koohafkan asked IPC to draft a list of possible guest speakers. Mr. Groppo clarified that the speakers will not substitute the half day dialogue session with CSOs. He also confirmed the desire of FAO to have a real and meaningful dialogue with the CSOs. Mr. Koohafkan noted that this was a condition of IFAD’s contribution to the Conference.

Mr. Groppo reported on his visit, along with Paul Munro-Faure (SDAA Chief) and Mr. Koohafkan, to IFAD. He noted that IFAD was very willing to contribute to the Conference and after negating the possibility of an IFAD side-event, it was decided that the best way for IFAD to contribute was to help finance the participation of CSOs in the Conference.

Mr. Onorati intervened and noted that the IPC had made two decisions regarding its participation in the Conference: (i) the IPC and CSOs will have their own parallel process and dialogue and (ii) the IPC, following its normal procedures, will help Farmers’ Organizations participate but it will not take the lead at the Conference. He then mentioned that the IPC members are not NGOs but rather Social Organizations. Continuing, he objected to the lack of Peasant Organizations on the list of Case Study authors. He suggested the paper “Agrarian Reform, Social Justice and Sustainable Development” be written by the MST, saying it would be a sign of good will towards Social Organizations. To this Mr. Groppo noted that the authors suggested were not confirmed and that they may not be available. 

Mr. Onorati added that if FAO wants CSO groups to have a positive opinion of the Conference, FAO must offer them something (a greater role / recognition). He asked whether the paper written by an IPC member organization would be that organization’s paper or FAO’s. In order for the paper to include conflicting viewpoints, he suggested that opinions not held by FAO are clearly indicated. In addition, he noted that a paper on Indigenous People (or written by Indigenous People) is complicated to organize considering the large number of IP groups. Mr. Koohafkan responded that the Permanent Forum on Indigenous People may be a good choice, as it is recognized by the UN and FAO.

Mr. Onorati reiterated IPC’s desire to write one of the Issue Papers. He stated that a paper with good linkages prepared by IPC could be presented at the dialogue session. 

Mr. Koohafkan suggested the IPC and AAI meet face-to-face with the Steering Committee and that the IPC draft an agenda for such a meeting. Ms. Gasco asked whether Mr. Koohafkan would bring this up at the next Steering Committee, to which he responded that he would. 

Mr. Onorati noted that the IPC organizations lack resources and that a giving a group funding to carry out a case study would be a good sign. Mr. Groppo reiterated that it would be good to have a paper written by a Peasant Organization or Fisher folk organization. 

Mr. Groppo noted that the Conference hopes to create concrete elements (a set of principles) after the Platform. The determination of these principles will be informed by the discussions, which will be guided by the Issue Papers and Case Studies. To this Mr. Koohafkan remarked that sensible messages need to be distilled from the Issue Papers and Case Studies, working towards a consensus. He noted that FAO is looking for partnerships and groups (e.g. the Lusophone Countries). Mr. Groppo noted that a result of the Conference will be something with which to approach donors showing FAO and CSOs working together on common issues. 

Ms. Kropiwnicka noted that at the Conference AAI will be represented together with the International Food Security Network.  Case studies will be written by AAI’s local partners rather then by AAI itself.  In Mozambique, for example, they will be written by ORAM and UNAC.

Mr. Groppo noted that there many ways that CSOs can participate in the Conference: the Issue Papers, the guest speakers, the Case Studies, the half day dialogue session, etc. He also pointed out that there will be opportunities available on the Conference website for users to write unfiltered comments and perhaps post video interviews with Farmer Organizations. Mr. Onorati welcomed the option and suggested that the organizations conduct their own interviews using a common standard for the FAO site. Mr. Rojas noted that audio interviews could be included if video equipment was not available. This would provide people without the opportunity to attend the Conference to follow it.

Ms. Kropiwnicka asked how the Case Studies would be presented at the Conference. 
Mr. Koohafkan responded that the Council Concept Note explains the issue. He added that there would be a synthesis of National Reports, a document of Best Practices and Policies extracted from the Case Studies, and the main Issue Papers.  Technical documents are also being prepared, and if they are exceptional they may be presented to the Conference. He noted that FAO wants to be as flexible as possible and that there would be ample space for presentations at parallel events, side events, poster exhibition, etc.

Mr. Onorati raised the issue of increasing violence towards rural citizens claiming their land rights, as in Indonesia. He suggested that the Steering Committee recognize this phenomenon.

Mr. Groppo asked whether the IPC received the letter requesting input on the technical issues to be discussed in the Conference. He noted that responses should be received by the end of October so that the responses may be used to determine the topics of the electronic conference.
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