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REUTERS D

Miércoles 8 de Marcha, 2006 6:39 GMT

PORTO ALEGRE (Reuters) - Unos 2.000 campesinos ligados al Movimiento de los Trabajadores Rurales Sin
Tierra (MST) invadieron el miércoles una hacienda de la productora brasilefia de celulosa Aracruz, a la que
causaron dafios millonarios.

"No queremos el desierto verde de las empresas de celulosa. Queremos um pais que produzca alimentos," dijo a
Reuters Irma Ostroski, coordinadora del movimiento Via Campesina, grupo responsable de la ocupacion de la
hacienda Barba Negra, en el municipio de Barra do Ribeiro del surefio estado de Rio Grande do Sul.

Aracruz, el mayor productor mundial de celulosa blanqueada a partir de eucalipto, informé que en la invasion los
campesinos destruyeron computadoras y un laboratorio, causando "una pérdida aln no determinada en
productividad forestal del orden de millones de délares."

El gobierno de Brasil, que mantiene una relacion de fluido didlogo con el MST, condend la violenta accion de los
campesinos.
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El ministro de Desarrollo Agrario, Miguel Rossetto, dijo que "acciones de esa naturaleza nada tienen que ver con
el programa de reforma agraria y, por lo tanto, este es un asunto que debe ser tratado por el Poder Judicial."

En los ultimos dias el MST y otros grupos radicalizados de campesinos sin tierra han incrementado sus
invasiones a haciendas en reclamo de celeridad en el programa oficial de reforma agraria.

En Brasil existen unas cuatro millones de familias campesinas sin tierra.

El gobierno de Rio Grande do Sul, estado fronterizo con Argentina y Uruguay, dijo que se investigara a los
responsables de la invasion y la depredacién de la hacienda.

El gobernador en ejercicio de ese estado, Antonio Hohlfeldt, dijo que la policia estatal cuenta con cintas de video
y fotos de la invasion y placas de los autobuses en los que los manifestantes se movilizaron.

Agreg6 que la vigilancia policial fue reforzada en otras areas con amenaza de invasiones.

La portavoz de Via Campesina dijo que como mas de 2.000 mujeres participaron de la invasion "fue imposible
saber hasta donde llegamos o no" en la accion.

Aracruz, en tanto, dijo también que con la invasion perdié materiales genéticos que llevaron unos 15 afios para
ser producidos, ademas de otros que no podran ser recuperados.

La mayor parte de los invasores fueron mujeres, que entraron en la hacienda para protestar contra la instalacion
de las plantaciones de eucalipto.

Los campesinos temen una rapida expansion del area plantada con eucalipto que, segun sus estimaciones, ya
ocuparia unas 200.000 hectareas.

La protesta ocurre en un momento en el que Aracruz estudia ampliar su produccion de celulosa en la planta que
posee en la ciudad de Guaiba, también en Rio Grande do Sul, mediante una inversién que podria llegar a los
1.200 millones de dolares.

La iniciativa enfrenta resistencias de ambientalistas y pequefios agricultores, que han advertido sobre posibles
efectos nocivos de esa produccion, tanto para el medio ambiente como para las actividades agropecuarias.

Aracruz dijo que los invasores de la hacienda destruyeron también el vivero de la propiedad, considerado uno de
los mayores de América Latina.

Tras iniciar la manifestacion en el vivero de Aracruz, los manifestantes de Via Campesina se dirigieron a Porto
Alegre, donde mantuvieron forcejeos con la policia cuando el grupo forzé el acceso a las instalaciones donde se
desarrolla una conferencia internacional de la Organizacién de las Naciones Unidas para la Agricultura y la
Alimentacion (FAO).

© Reuters 2006Todos los derechos reservados
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LA OTRA HISTORIA e

AGRICULTURA:
Una puerta abierta hacia la reforma agraria

Por Mario Osava

PORTO ALEGRE, Brasil, 11 mar (IPS) - Sin el plan de accién anunciado por el director general de la Organizacién de
las Naciones Unidas parala Alimentacion y la Agricultura (FAO), Jacques Diouf, termin6 la segunda Conferencia
Internacional sobre Reforma Agraria y Desarrollo Rural (CIRADR). Pero hubo "avances", reconocieron portavoces de
los movimientos campesinos.

"La conferencia empez6 a oir el clamor de los campesinos, pescadores, trabajadores rurales, indigenas y pastores, reconocié
por primera vez la soberania alimentaria”, evalu6é Paul Nicholson, miembro de la coordinacién de Via Campesina, el
movimiento mundial de los que viven y trabajan en el medio rural.

No se aprobé el plan de accion ni se encamind la creacion del comité internacional de observadores para acompafiar su puesta
en marcha, prometidos por Diouf en la inauguracién de la conferencia, pero se "abrieron ventanas" para hacerlo en el futuro.
Esta CIRADR fue solo "el comienzo" de un proceso, concedié Nicholson, un lider campesino vasco, que no se identifica como
espafiol.

En la Declaracién Final aprobada por representantes de los 81 paises representados, se recomienda que dos comités de la
FAO, el de Seguridad Alimentaria Mundial y el de Agricultura, "tomen medidas apropiadas para implementar" los principios y
recomendaciones adoptados en la CIRADR, con la "participacién de la sociedad civil y otros organismos de la Organizacion de
las Naciones Unidas que tienen que ver con la soberania alimentaria”.

De esa forma, se concedié a la FAO un mandato para impulsar las acciones que respondan al espiritu de la CIRADR, que
aprobé también “institucionalizar el didlogo social, la cooperacion y el monitoreo y evaluacion de los avances en la reforma
agraria y el desarrollo rural", centrados en los pobres y en la equidad de género.

El plan de accién esta incluido en la Declaracién, en términos generales, al estimular inversiones en el medio rural, méas
participacion social y énfasis en la agricultura familiar, sostuvo Parviz Koohafkan, secretario de la conferencia y director de
Desarrollo Sustentable de la FAO. Los paises y pueblos viven situaciones especificas, distintas unas de otras, lo que impide
detallar acciones, justific en rueda de prensa.

Pero entre los participantes de la conferencia trascendié que Estados Unidos se opuso a discutir un plan de accién. Como
solucion conciliadora, se transfirié al Consejo sobre Seguridad Alimentaria (CSAM) de la FAO la responsabilidad de convertir
en medidas mas practicas las recomendaciones aprobadas por los representantes gubernamentales.

Se decidi6 "fortalecer este Consejo" que es "donde la sociedad civil tiene la presencia mas importante", destac6 el ministro
brasilefio de Desarrollo Agrario, Miguel Rossetto, quien presidio esta segunda CIRADR, realizada 27 afios después de la
primera.

El seguimiento de las medidas debera ser discutido con las organizaciones de la sociedad civil en la sesion del CSAM en
septiembre y en la del Comité de la FAO en noviembre.

Esta CIRADR tuvo lugar por iniciativa de Brasil, que la patrocind, asumiendo sus gastos y aportando los recursos para que la
FAO pudiera organizarla.

Fue "un éxito", porque rescato la reforma agraria y el desarrollo rural que estuvieron "fuera de la agenda" global por méas de dos
décadas y "reafirmé la soberania alimentaria, el desarrollo rural sustentable y el compromiso (de los gobiernos) en combatir la
pobreza rural y el hambre", evalu6 Koohafkan. La declaracién de los movimientos sociales acompafia la de los gobiernos como
documentos finales de la conferencia y "con 90 por ciento de ideas comunes" y similitudes sin precedentes, acot6.

La declaracion oficial de hecho reconoce muchos de los conceptos manifestados por los movimientos campesinos, que
participaron en el foro organizado por el Comité Internacional de Planificacion de Organizaciones Sociales para la Soberania
Alimentaria (CIP), convertido ultimamente en un interlocutor permanente de la FAO.

Se incluyeron el derecho al acceso al agua, bosques vy territorios propios de los indigenas, las mujeres, los pescadores, los
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pueblos pastoriles y forestales, observé Nicholson.

Pero Rossetto condend la violencia y destruccion en el huerto forestal y un laboratorio de la compafiia Aracruz de papel y
celulosa, invadida por 2.000 mujeres brasilefias de Via Campesina el miércoles, en celebracién del Dia Internacional de la
Mujer. Se desvi6 la atencién de una conferencia "muy rica en intercambio de experiencias y aportes”, lamenté el ministro.

Las mujeres campesinas destruyeron miles de plantulas de eucalipto y material genético en el laboratorio. La empresa calculé
las pérdidas en 400.000 ddélares, sin incluir el valor "inestimable" de 20 afios de experimentos cientificos inutilizados.

Nicholson y otros dos dirigentes de Via Campesina, su coordinador mundial Henry Saragih, de Indonesia, y Juana Ferrer, de
Republica Dominicana, fueron convocados a una comisaria policial para un interrogatorio a causa de la accion de las mujeres,
y acusados de incitacién al delito por la fiscalia. EI gobierno del meridional estado de Rio Grande do Sul, del que Porto Alegre
es la capital, declar6 rotas sus relaciones con la red mundial de movimientos rurales.

Los coordinadores del movimiento, incluyendo a la noruega Ingeborg Tangeraas y la canadiense Nettie Wiebe, declararon su
total solidaridad con la manifestacion de las mujeres brasilefias, argumentando que el monocultivo de eucalipto practicado por
la industria de celulosa ocupa tierras, expulsando campesinos, y destruye el ambiente, agotando el agua e impidiendo que
brote la vegetacién bajo los arboles. (FIN/2006)
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DESARROLLO
Agroecologia gana espacios

Por Mario Osava

PORTO ALEGRE, Brasil, 10 mar (IPS) La convergencia entre la promocién de la pequefia agricultura y la defensa del ambiente
sobresalié en la segunda Conferencia Internacional sobre Reforma Agraria y Desarrollo Rural (CIRADR), que concluy6 este
viernes en la meridional ciudad brasilefia de Porto Alegre.

Las "estrategias agroecolégicas centradas en la agricultura campesina y familiar y en la pesca artesanal” son un elemento de la
"nueva reforma agraria" propuesta por el Foro Tierra, Territorio y Dignidad, que protagonizaron por los movimientos sociales
rurales durante la CIRADR promovida por la Organizacion de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentacion y la Agricultura (FAO)
con apoyo del gobierno brasilefio.

Esas estrategias responden a una cuestion légica y econémica: una familia rural tiene que mantener el ambiente donde viviran
sus descendientes, mientras una gran empresa agropecuaria, que puede trasladarse a otro sitio o pais, tiende a explotar los
recursos naturales sin preocuparse en preservarlos, buscando ganancias en poco tiempo, explicé un técnico de la FAO.

"La remuneracion de servicios ambientales puede ser una alternativa de ingresos para las poblaciones campesinas”, destacé a
IPS Tomas Lindeman, experto en instituciones rurales de FAO. Ello permitiria rescatar la pequefia agricultura en los altos de la
cordillera de los Andes, que constituyen "fabricas del agua" que abastece la poblacion, la agricultura y la mineria en las partes
mas bajas y costeras de los paises andinos, ademas de buena parte de los rios amazoénicos, ejemplificé.

El abandono de las terrazas y montafias andinas, debido al éxodo rural, deterioré el ambiente local y las zanjas de agua, hace
falta "gente con una cultura de mantencion” para interrumpir la creciente pérdida de manantiales, sostuvo. Pero se necesita
también capacitacién, porque algunos "métodos tradicionales”, como la quema de bosques y residuos agricolas, son negativas,
recordé.

Lindeman cree necesario buscar alternativas para el desarrollo rural, porque "personalmente" discrepa del "énfasis excesivo"
en la tenencia de la tierra de los defensores de la reforma agraria, como ocurrié en la CIRADR. En el mundo actual, de intensa
liberalizacién comercial, "la pequefia agricultura campesina no logra rentabilidad suficiente" para competir con la produccién
subsidiada de los paises ricos y del gran agronegocio, arguyo.

Por ello no se consigue contener el éxodo rural y se hace necesario "buscar soluciones alternativas”, como el pago, por parte
de los actores beneficiados, de los servicios ambientales campesinos, y actividades rurales rentables "no necesariamente
agricolas".

La alianza entre movimientos campesinos, indigenas y de consumidores con los ambientalistas se estd ampliando,
especialmente en la region, afirmé a IPS Mario Ahumada, dirigente del Movimiento Agroecol6gico de América Latina y uno de
los coordinadores regionales del Comité Internacional de Planificaciéon de Organizaciones Sociales para la Soberania
Alimentaria, que llevé a cabo el Foro en Porto Alegre.

La agroecologia es un cambio en la produccién que une a campesinos y ambientalistas. Es también una visién social, pues
comprende los derechos de los pueblos, la recuperacion de recursos naturales y la biodiversidad usando conocimientos
tradicionales, segin Ahumada, un veterinario chileno.

Es una técnica aln poco usada pero que se difunde rapidamente. El Movimiento de los Trabajadores Rurales Sin Tierra (MST)
brasilefio decidié divulgarla al darse cuenta de los mejores resultados obtenidos por las fincas agroecoldgicas.
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Una asociacion entre el MST, la red internacional Via Campesina y los gobiernos de Venezuela y del surefio estado brasilefio
de Parana dio nacimiento en agosto de 2005 a la Escuela Latinoamericana de Agroecologia. Setenta alumnos de Brasil,
Paraguay y Venezuela componen el primer curso de nivel universitario, que dura tres afios, alternando clases en la escuela
instalada en Lapa, cerca de Curitiba, la capital de Parand, y actividades en las comunidades campesinas.

La agroecologia es "un conjunto de principios para disefiar un sistema productivo basado en la biodiversidad y la
sustentabilidad", que se aplica segun las condiciones locales, explicé el chileno Miguel Altieri, profesor de la Universidad de
California y reconocida autoridad cientifica en la materia, en entrevista con IPS durante la CIRADR.

Grandes problemas de la agricultura, como las plagas y las deficiencias del suelo, "son sintomas de una enfermedad mas
sistémica, el monocultivo”, es decir la falta de diversidad biolégica funcional, explicé. Cuando hay diversidad de organismos
gue "hacen funcionar un bosque", por ejemplo, con "un equilibrio biolégico determinado”, no se necesitan pesticidas,
fertilizantes y otros agroquimicos, acoté.

"No se trata de una receta", hay que investigar y observar las condiciones locales, pero el principio basico es el "policultivo que
tiene légica econdémica y ecoldgica, y promueve sinergia“. Es el caso de una siembra de leguminosas, que fijan nitrégeno,
combinadas con cereales, ejemplific6. También se recomienda la presencia de flores, cuyo polen ejerce funciones necesarias,
y de animales.

La agroecologia se diferencia de la agricultura organica, pues la segunda se limita muchas veces a sustituir insumos quimicos
por biolégicos, sin solucionar los problemas de fondo, y por eso ha producido muchas frustraciones, aclaro.

Ademas, éste es un sistema competitivo comercialmente, por la gran reduccién de costos, incluyendo los ambientales, como la
erosion de suelos, segun Altieri.

La agroecologia es naturalmente mas cercana a algunas practicas tradicionales, como las de los indigenas, reconocio,
observando que la pequefia agricultura también puede practicar el monocultivo. La agricultura familiar le es mas compatible por
su mayor eficiencia y por sus beneficios sociales, sefialé el profesor, que esta en Brasil también para impartir cursos. *****
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DESARROLLO

Movimientos sociales reclaman nueva reforma agraria
Por Mario Osava

PORTO ALEGRE, Brasil, 9 mar (IPS) Una "nueva reforma agraria basada en la soberania alimentaria”, que vaya mas alla del
concepto de territorio, es la respuesta con que los movimientos sociales rurales pretenden construir un modelo de desarrollo
eficaz y mas justo.

Tal proceso debera incluir otros sectores, ademés de campesinos, mujeres y jévenes, afirma la declaracion final del Foro Tierra,
Territorio y Dignidad, concluido este jueves en esta meridional ciudad brasilefia.

"Los Estados y el sistema internacional han sido incapaces de derrotar la pobreza y el hambre en el mundo", advirtié el Foro,
que transcurrié en el ambito de la segunda Conferencia Internacional sobre Reforma Agraria y Desarrollo Rural (CIRADR).

La reunién, promovida por la Organizacion de Naciones Unidas para Alimentacion y Agricultura (FAO), que comenzd el martes
y concluira este viernes.

Indigenas, pescadores artesanales, migrantes, pueblos némadas pastoriles, descendientes de esclavos africanos y otras
minorias étnicas son otros grupos poblacionales que debe incorporar una "reforma agraria genuina”, la cual sera imposible "sin
equidad de género", segun la declaracién del Foro.

Del mismo modo, afiade el documento, "sin jovenes en el campo no hay futuro para nuestras sociedades". El texto sera
entregada este viernes a la reunion intergubernamental de CIRADR.

Para cumplir con esas condiciones es indispensable ir mas alla de la distribucion de tierras, acogiendo el concepto de territorio,
en gue viven comunidades de campesinos, pueblos originales, los pescadores, reconociéndoles "el derecho de mantener sus
propias relaciones espirituales”, cultura, tradiciones e instituciones, es decir su autonomia y autodeterminacion.

Es necesario incluir el acceso al mar entre los derechos de las poblaciones, para sacar del olvido en que estan los pescadores
artesanales hace mucho tiempo, olvidando que la pesca responde por 16 por ciento de la proteina consumida en el mundo,
destaco el chileno Pedro Avendalho, representante del Movimiento Mundial de los Pescadores.

"No habra seguridad alimentaria” sin la inclusiéon de los pescadores en politicas de la nueva reforma agraria, afirmé este jueves
Avendalho, en un debate entre siete representantes de la sociedad civil y siete gubernamentales realizado dentro del propoésito
de la CIRADR de promover el dialogo y la cooperacion entre los dos sectores.

La necesidad de un nuevo modelo que asegure "acceso al mar" a los que viven de la pesca artesanal fue defendida de forma
dramatica por Herman Kumara, dirigente de los pescadores de Sri Lanka, en la presentacién del documento aprobado por el
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Foro paralelo de los movimientos sociales.
"Somos 200.000 pescadores en el pais, la mitad afectada por el tsunami" de diciembre de 2004, dijo Kumara a IPS.

Sin ayuda internacional y politicas nacionales que les aseguren el derecho de pescar y a la vivienda, sera imposible sacar de la
pobreza a miles de familias que perdieron todo, observé.

La soberania alimentaria, el poder de decidir con autonomia las propias politicas nacionales en esa area, se compone de un
conjunto de derechos, empezando por el de los pueblos a una "alimentacion sana" y a "producir sus propios alimentos", explico
el hondurefio Rafael Alegria, de Via Campesina.

Ademaés, requiere el derecho a la diversidad productiva y cultural, a las "semillas como un patrimonio de la humanidad que no
puede ser privatizado”, al control social del mercado para que haga "precios justos", sin las politicas europeas y
estadounidenses que benefician la agroexportacion y el dumping (competencia desleal) en favor de las grandes empresas,
acoto.

Soberania alimentaria es también "defensa de la vida", porque "sin cambiar las politicas vigentes", impuestas por la
Organizacion Mundial de Comercio y las finanzas internacionales, sera "la muerte lenta", concluyé Alegria, ante prolongados
aplausos de centenares de campesinos que asistieron al debate.

Los representantes gubernamentales de México, la Unién Europea, Madagascar, Marruecos, India, China y Nigeria
mencionaron iniciativas de sus gobiernos en materia de agricultura y, en algunos casos, de distribucién de tierras y fomento de
la pequefia agricultura con asistencia y beneficios sociales.

Pero fue un didlogo de sordos en términos de conceptos, con los activistas sociales quejandose de que los gobiernos ignoran
la soberania alimentaria, tema de la discusion.

Despert6 atencion, sin embargo, la descripcién del "derecho al trabajo" por parte del representante del Ministerio de Agricultura
de India, asegurado por una ley recientemente y ya en marcha en 800 districtos mas pobres.

El derecho es asegurado a todos los trabajadores rurales que manifiesten su deseo de trabajar, explicé. Si en 15 dias el
campesino no obtiene empleo, el gobierno le paga una suma equivalente al salario de su funcion.

El delegado de Nigeria logré aplausos al proponer que la CIRADR se repita dentro de tres o "un maximo de cinco afios",
recordando que fueron demasiados los 27 transcurridos desde su primera edicién en 1979 en Roma.

Los 550 participantes en el Foro Tierra, Territorio y Dignidad, entre ellos 150 delegados de organizaciones campesinas, de
pescadores, mujeres, jévenes, pastores y grupos étnicos, compusieron una "representacion equilibrada" sectorial y regional.
Los delegados procedian de 67 paises de todos los continentes.

La "nueva reforma agraria" debe asegurar el ejercicio de los derechos a la educacion, la salud, la vivienda, la seguridad social y
el esparcimiento, ademas de acceso no sdlo a la tierra sino también a recursos naturales como el agua, los bosques y la
biodiversidad.

La "globalizacion neoliberal”, los megaproyectos que expulsan campesinos, como grandes represas, aeropuertos y carreteras,
y politicas comerciales que promueven el éxodo rural son blancos de sus condenas, tal como la represién contra los activistas.
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AGRICULTURA-BRASIL
Mujeres contra la celulosa

Por Mario Osava

PORTO ALEGRE, Brasil, 8 mar (IPS) El Dia Internacional de la Mujer empez6 temprano para las activistas de Via Campesina
en Brasil. A las 2.30 de este miércoles, 2.000 campesinas ocuparon plantaciones de eucaliptos de la compafiia Aracruz
Celulosa en Barra do Ribeiro, a 56 kildmetros de Porto Alegre, en el sur brasilefio.

Siete horas después, marchaban por la larga avenida Ipiranga de Porto Alegre hasta la Universidad Catélica, donde tiene lugar
desde el martes hasta este viernes la segunda Conferencia Internacional sobre Reforma Agraria y Desarrollo Rural (CIRADR)
de la Organizacion de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentacion y la Agricultura (FAO).

La marcha incorpor6 a hombres de Via Campesina y a mujeres de otros movimientos, como el de las Trabajadoras Urbanas,

para sumar unas 3.500 personas que encontraron cerrado el porton de la Universidad, protegido por una veintena de policias.
Lograron quebrar ese primer obstaculo con gritos de triunfo y la cancién tradicional cubana "Guantanamera" emitida desde el

camién que acompafiaba la manifestacion.

Pero las manifestantes no tuvieron acceso al edificio donde se rednen los diploméaticos y funcionarios gubernamentales e
internacionales que participan en la CIRADR. Tras media hora de negociaciones, una comision de 50 mujeres pudo entrar al
auditorio principal de la conferencia, al grito de "urgente y necesaria, reforma agraria" y "mujeres unidas jamas seran vencidas".

Asi pudieron leer el Manifiesto de las Mujeres Campesinas a la || CIRADR "contra todas las formas de violencia y explotacion”
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sufridas en Brasil, y defendiendo "reformas agrarias integrales" a favor de la soberania alimentaria de los paises. La
intervencion fue aplaudida por las delegaciones presentes.

Las mujeres también protestan "contra el dominio autoritario” de las compafiias transnacionales y las politicas del Fondo
Monetario Internacional, del Banco Mundial y de la Organizacién Mundial del Comercio, a la vez que condenan los "desiertos
verdes" de "las enormes plantaciones de eucalipto, acacias y pinos" destinadas a la industria de celulosa y papel.

Asi se explica la ocupacién de un huerto forestal de Aracruz. Las mujeres, transportadas en autobuses, ocuparon durante unos
40 minutos las instalaciones de la empresa, donde solo encontraron a un guardia, relat6 a IPS una campesina que particip6 en
la operacién con sus dos hijos adolescentes y no quiso identificarse.

El mensaje dejado en la empresa y distribuido durante la marcha denuncia "las desgracias que provoca el agronegocio en
Brasil: destruccion de la agricultura campesina, aumento de la concentracion de tierras, del desempleo y el éxodo rural y una
enorme destruccién ambiental”.

El "desierto verde" invade areas que deberian destinarse a la reforma agraria y simboliza la gran explotacion agropecuaria que
deja "utilidades para pocos y pérdidas para toda la sociedad", afiade.

"El gobierno concede miles de millones de reales en crédito favorecido a las transnacionales que producen para exportar, en
desmedro de alimentos para la poblacion y la naturaleza", dijo a IPS Adriana Maria dos Santos, de la coordinacién del
Movimiento de Mujeres Campesinas (MMC), una de las organizaciones de Via Campesina en Brasil, junto con el Movimiento
de los Trabajadores Rurales Sin Tierra (MST), el Movimiento de Pequefios Agricultores y otros grupos.

Aracruz es lider mundial en produccion de celulosa blanqueada de eucalipto, con casi tres millones de toneladas anuales y
261.000 hectareas plantadas en tres estados brasilefios. El estatal Banco Nacional de Desarrollo Econémico y Social tiene
12,5 por ciento de su capital, y el resto se reparte entre otras dos empresas brasilefias y un banco internacional.

El grupo brasilefio Votorantim, cuya divisién de celulosa y papel es duefia de 28 por ciento del capital de Aracruz, y la sueco-
finlandesa Stora Enso producen también celulosa en Rio Grande do Sul, donde tienen planes de expansién de sus areas
forestadas.

Stora Enso y Aracruz inauguraron en 2005 una fabrica de celulosa en el estado de Bahia, con una produccién de 900.000
toneladas anuales.

Un eucalipto consume 30 litros de agua por dia, y el estado de Rio Grande do Sul, del que Porto Alegre es la capital, ya tiene
200.000 hectareas reforestadas para producir celulosa. "Para nosotros esto es la muerte”, afirmo la activista de MMC

Su movimiento es "feminista y socialista”, lucha tanto por la reforma agraria como por el fin de la violencia contra las mujeres y
derechos femeninos como el de ser duefias tituladas de las tierras que el Estado les entrega, dijo.

En los asentamientos de la reforma agraria brasilefia, las mujeres son titulares de solo 12 por ciento de las areas distribuidas,
sefialé6 Marina dos Santos, una de las coordinadoras del MST. La orientacion dada por el gobierno para que las mujeres
también sean consideradas propietarias ya esta vigente hace algunos afios, pero no se cumple en muchas partes, explico.

Por ello y para asegurar a las campesinas el derecho a la jubilacién, hay una campafia nacional por documentacion de las
mujeres, que comprende desde la obtencién del certificado de nacimiento y la cédula de identidad hasta el titulo de propiedad
de las tierras, destacé la dirigente del MST. En Brasil hay nueve millones de mujeres campesinas sin documentos de
identificacion, observo Adriana dos Santos.

Las mujeres brasilefias celebraron su Dia Internacional con amplias movilizaciones en numerosas ciudades del pais, con
participacion destacada de las campesinas. En Recife, capital del nororiental estado de Pernambuco, protestaron contra la
violencia de que son victimas, destacando que en este afio 72 mujeres fueron asesinadas en ese distrito.

En la meridional Sao Paulo la manifestacion convocada por 80 organizaciones sociales esperaba movilizar a 10.000 personas.

Uno de los reclamos es el fin de la penalizacion del aborto. En Brasilia las duefias de casa reclamaron el derecho a la jubilacion,
apoyadas en una peticion firmada por 1,8 millones de personas.
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DESARROLLO
Bajo perfil para la reforma agraria

Por Mario Osava

PORTO ALEGRE, Brasil, 7 mar (IPS) La segunda Conferencia Internacional sobre Reforma Agraria y Desarrollo Rural
(CIRADR) no deberia aprobar documentos finales, sino borradores que sirvan para una nueva y efectiva reunién en tres o
cuatro afios, dijeron a IPS dirigentes de Via Campesina, la red mundial de movimientos sociales vinculados a la tierra.

No hubo debates suficientes entre los gobiernos, y mucho menos entre estos y la sociedad civil, arguyé Henry Saragih,
coordinador general de Via Campesina, sefialando que apenas insumio cinco meses la preparacion para la CIRADR, que se
celebra desde este martes hasta el viernes en la ciudad brasilefia de Porto Alegre.

La participacion es insatisfactoria incluso por parte de los gobiernos, ya que solo poco mas de 80 estan representados en la
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conferencia.

Esta Il CIRADR "no es representativa” sin jefes de Estado y con pocos ministros, sostuvo Egidio Brunetto, miembro de la
direccion del Movimiento de los Trabajadores Rurales Sin Tierra (MST) y de Via Campesina en Brasil.

El presidente de este pais, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, de visita en Gran Bretafia, no pudo presidir la ceremonia inaugural del
lunes, y fue sustituido por el vicepresidente José Alencar.

Ademaés, la conferencia esta encabezada por un ministro cesante, acot6 Brunetto. El ministro de Desarrollo Agrario brasilefio,
Miguel Rossetto, elegido presidente de los trabajos este martes, anuncié que renunciaria pronto a su cartera para postularse a
algun cargo, probablemente de parlamentario, en las elecciones de octubre.

Lula envi6é un mensaje a los participantes destacando la responsabilidad de la CIRADR en "actualizar la reforma agraria en la
agenda de desarrollo del siglo XXI", la urgencia de luchar contra el hambre y la pobreza y la amplitud que obtuvo la cuestién,
pues un verdadero desarrollo rural involucra el acceso al crédito, la salud, la educacién, la asistencia técnica y reglas justas de
comercio internacional.

"La activa participacion de los ciudadanos" y la accion conjunta de gobiernos y sociedad civil son indispensables para el éxito
de reformas a favor de los pobres, como la agraria, afirmé Lennart Bage, presidente del Fondo Internacional para el Desarrollo
Agricola (FIDA), en la primera sesién plenaria de la conferencia.

Revitalizar la cuestién de la reforma agraria, como forma de reducir el hambre, la pobreza y la desigualdad, es una cuestion
muy urgente, después de varias cumbres mundiales que destacaron la prevalencia de la pobreza en el campo y la persistencia
de 850 millones de hambrientos en el mundo y fijaron los Objetivos de Desarrollo del Milenio, destacé Jacques Diouf, director
general de la Organizacion de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentacién y la Agricultura (FAO, promotora del encuentro).

Esos objetivos, a los que se comprometio la comunidad internacional en 2000, incluyen mejoras sustanciales en salud,
educacion, género, ambiente y desarrollo que deben cumplirse antes de 2015.

Entre esas metas del milenio, la primera es la reduccién a la mitad de la proporcion de indigentes y de personas que sufren
desnutricion.

Es "una realidad inaceptable" tanta hambre en un mundo capaz de producir alimentos para todos, sentenci6 Diouf, recordando
que 75 por ciento de los pobres son campesinos, pescadores o pueblos forestales que dependen de la naturaleza para
sobrevivir.

Reducir la pobreza rural es clave, por tanto, para alcanzar la meta y eso tiene relacion directa con el acceso seguro a la tierra y
a otros recursos necesarios al desarrollo, como inversiones mas abundantes, observé Diouf.

El "desarrollo rural sustentable" es el foco de la Il CIRADR, "una ocasion Unica para construir el didlogo entre gobiernos,
movimientos sociales y organizaciones de la sociedad civil' como paso necesario para reducir la pobreza y la violencia de los
conflictos creados por disputas territoriales, sostuvo.

"Estamos lejos de una equitativa, eficiente y sustentable estructura de tenencia de la tierra", 27 afios después de la primera
CIRADR, dijo Bage, considerando que el control de ese recurso es también clave en una estrategia de desarrollo.

Entre los pobres rurales, Bage destaco a las mujeres y a los indigenas, cuya vulnerabilidad y extrema pobreza tienen como
causa principal la imposibilidad de acceder en forma segura a la tierra y a otros recursos naturales. Ademas, estos sectores
tienen escaso poder de influencia para cambiar la realidad.

La globalizacion, la urbanizacion, la industrializacion y la concentracion de capital someten a los pobres rurales a "nuevas
formas de competencia con intereses mas poderosos”, incluso por recursos basicos limitados, subray6 el presidente del FIDA.
Pero la diversidad de situaciones permite "muchos caminos" para abatir la pobreza y "no hay solucién Gnica" para el acceso a
la tierra, destaco.

La ministra brasilefia de Ambiente, Marina Silva, en nombre de la delegacién de su pais, subray6 la necesidad de un desarrollo
rural sustentable, lo que impone el desafio de "integrar politicas sectoriales”, como la construccién de infraestructura y el
fomento agricola y tecnoldgico con la cuestion ambiental. "Politicas sectoriales aisladas no promueven el uso eficiente de los
recursos del pais", declaré.

Pese a los discursos favorables a la participacién social, los movimientos campesinos pretenden manifestar su insatisfaccion
durante los cuatro dias de la CIRADR. El hecho de acoger a la conferencia no concede a Brasil la calidad de promotor de una
"buena reforma agraria”.

La Via Campesina divulgé un balance en el que reconoce algunos logros del gobierno de Lula, como abatir la represién a los
movimientos campesinos y aumentar el crédito a pequefios agricultores familiares, pero sefiala una cantidad mucho mayor de
fallas y omisiones, por dar prioridad al gran agronegocio de exportacion en su politica crediticia y por no expropiar predios de
latifundistas.

Las 400.000 familias a las que este gobierno deberia entregar tierras al cabo de todo el periodo, entre 2003 y 2006, segin la
meta establecida por Lula, son en su mayoria casos de legalizacién de predios en los que ya estan asentadas, especialmente
en la Amazonia, y no un proceso de redistribucion, evalu6 Joao Paulo Rodrigues, uno de los coordinadores nacionales del MST.

"Hoy no tenemos reforma agraria en Brasil", el proceso esta estancado, sentencid el ex obispo de Goias, Tomas Balduino,

presidente de la Comision Pastoral de la Tierra, 6rgano de la Iglesia Catélica que apoya a campesinos y comunidades rurales,
fiscalizando la violencia en el campo brasilefio.
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Segun sus datos, en los tres primeros afios del gobierno de Lula fueron asesinados méas de 110 campesinos en conflictos por
la tierra.

http://domino.ips.org/ips/esp.NSF/vwWWEBMainView?SearchView&Query=%28mario+osava%?29+&Se
archMax=100&SearchOrder=3

http://www.ipsnoticias.net/nota.asp?idnews=36805

AGRICULTURA
FAOQO y Brasil resucitan reforma agraria

Por Mario Osava

RIO DE JANEIRO, 4 mar (IPS) La segunda Conferencia Internacional sobre Reforma Agraria y Desarrollo Rural (CIRADR), que
tendra lugar la pr6xima semana en la meridional ciudad brasilefia de Porto Alegre, empieza por destacar el largo destierro de
estos asuntos. La primera edicion tuvo lugar hace 27 afios en Roma.

Se trata ahora de "recuperar una agenda congelada" en décadas pasadas por la "hegemonia neoliberal, de los ajustes
estructurales que excluian las politicas publicas", dijo a IPS el asesor especial del Ministerio de Desarrollo Agrario brasilefio,
Caio Franca.

Esta es una conferencia de la Organizacion de las Naciones Unidas para la Alimentacion y la Agricultura (FAO), pero tiene el
sello brasilefio no solo por ser éste el pais anfitrién, sino por su papel en el rescate de la problematica.

Ademéas de un proceso de reforma agraria singular en el mundo actual, Brasil dio nuevo impulso a la lucha contra el hambre y
la miseria, con programas nacionales e iniciativas internacionales del presidente Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

Brasil impulsa desde los afios 80 una redistribucion de tierras, habiendo asentado en predios rurales a mas de 600.000 familias
en los ultimos diez afios. Ademas, ampli6 el acceso al crédito para pequefios agricultores familiares, la asistencia técnica y las
condiciones para la permanencia, produccién y educacion de los campesinos.

Sin embargo, los movimientos campesinos consideran insuficiente y demasiado lento el proceso, ante la existencia de mas de
cuatro millones de familias rurales sin tierra en este pais de méas de 184 millones de habitantes.

Una "combinacion de hechos" resultaron en esa segunda CIRADR como paso importante para restablecer la urgencia de
"democratizar el acceso a la tierra" y promover el desarrollo rural, evalu6 Franca. Las cumbres mundiales de alimentacion, de
desarrollo sustentable, la fijacion de los Objetivos del Milenio para 2015 y las experiencias brasilefias pusieron el hambre y
cuestiones relacionadas en el centro de la agenda internacional, sostuvo.

Muchos paises asumieron esa preocupacion pero "pocos respondieron al desafio con politicas publicas" efectivas, sefial6.

AUn hay 852 millones de personas padeciendo hambre en el mundo, tres cuartos de ellas en zonas rurales y dependiendo del
acceso a la tierra y otros recursos naturales para sobrevivir, destaco la FAO para explicar las razones de esta conferencia, que
tendra una ceremonia inaugural el lunes 6 con la participacion del vicepresidente brasilefio José Alencar, y ministros de varios
paises.

Las discusiones se llevaran a cabo desde el martes hasta el viernes.

Pasados tantos afios, la reforma agraria adquirié nuevas caracteristicas, adecuandose a distintas situaciones nacionales. Se
trata mas genéricamente de asegurar acceso a la tierra a los campesinos, un problema que afecta incluso a paises europeos y
gue cobro fuerza en América Latina, con movilizaciones sociales y desiguales respuestas gubernamentales, observé Franca.

La cuestion esta también intimamente vinculada a las reglas internacionales del comercio, como demostraron
"draméticamente” experiencias africanas, con desastrosas caidas de precios agricolas, como los del algodén, acoté.

Su expectativa, y la del gobierno brasilefio, es que esta segunda CIRADR apruebe una Declaracién y un Plan de Accién que
"incorporen lo mejor de las conferencias mundiales de alimentacién y ambientales", definiendo conceptos, principios,
prioridades y directrices para un efectivo desarrollo rural.

Mas importantes seran el seguimiento, los programas nacionales e internacionales que se puedan impulsar, opiné.

Cinco ejes centraran los debates durante los cuatro dias: politicas y experiencias que mejoraron el acceso de los mas pobres a
los recursos, construccion de capacidades locales, nuevas oportunidades de desarrollo de las comunidades rurales, cémo
combinar reforma agraria, justicia social y desarrollo sustentable, y soberania alimentaria.

La Via Campesina, organizacién mundial con varias entidades afiliadas en Brasil, participara intensamente en la conferencia,
junto con otros movimientos similares, como la Confederacion Brasilefia de Trabajadores en la Agricultura y la Federacion de
Trabajadores en la Agricultura Familiar, ambos vinculados a una central sindical.

Un campamento en un parque central de Porto Alegre reunira cerca de 5.000 campesinos que discutiran sus problemas y
reclamos, en un ambito paralelo de organizaciones de la sociedad civil. Alli se adoptara una declaracién a presentar ante la
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CIRADR el jueves.

El miércoles 8 de marzo, Dia Internacional de la Mujer, se desplegara una manifestacion campesina en marcha hacia el local
de la conferencia, el campus de la Universidad Catélica, anuncié a IPS Paulo Facioni, uno de los coordinadores de Via
Campesina en el surefio estado de Rio Grande do Sul, del cual Porto Alegre es capital.

El "simbolo del agronegocio” en esta marcha sera la industria de la celulosa, que ocupa vastas extensiones en los estados de
Espiritu Santo y Bahia, en el centroeste de Brasil, y busca implantar grandes proyectos en Rio Grande do Sul, informé.

La produccion de celulosa, materia prima del papel, se contrapone a la soberania alimentaria defendida por los campesinos.
Las empresas adquieren inmensas areas "sacando tierra de la agricultura” para sembrar arboles exéticos como el eucalipto,
describid.

"El pueblo no come eucaliptos ni madera”, arguy6 Facioni, también dirigente del Movimiento de los Trabajadores Rurales Sin
Tierra que encabeza las grandes movilizaciones por reforma agraria en Brasil.

Es "elogiable" la iniciativa de la FAO de promover esta conferencia 27 afios después de la primera, pero no es satisfactoria la
forma como conduce los temas agricolas, agrarios y de seguridad alimentaria, opin6 Facioni.

Tampoco el gobierno brasilefio cumple sus promesas de una reforma agraria que cambie la realidad rural y la concentracion de
la tierra en el pais, sentencid. Pero los debates en Porto Alegre seran importantes y podran abrir paso a avances en ese
proceso, reconoci6. ***** + Conferencia Internacional sobre Reforma Agraria y Desarrollo Rural
(http://www.icarrd.org/es/index.html) (FIN/IPS/mo/dcl/dv md pr br sl/06)

http://domino.ips.org/ips%5Cesp.nsfivwWebMainView/E815F9FCOE573D3DC1257127002D5812/?0OpenDocument

AGRICULTURE-BRAZIL:

Agroecology Gaining Ground

Mario Osava

PORTO ALEGRE, Brazil, Mar11 (IPS) - "Agroecological strategies centred on peasant and family farming and small-scale
fishing" are a feature of the "new agrarian reform" proposed by the ‘Land, Territory and Dignity' Forum, organised by rural social
movements during the ICARRD. The ICARRD itself was organised by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO) with support from the Brazilian government.

These strategies are based on logic and economics: a rural family must maintain the environment where future generations of
its members will live, whereas a large agribusiness company, which can move to another location or country, tends to exploit
natural resources without troubling to preserve them, seeking short-term profits, a FAO expert explained.

"Remuneration for environmental services could provide alternative income for peasant farmers," Tomas Lindeman, a FAO
expert on rural institutions, told IPS. This could save, for example, small-scale agriculture high up in the Andes mountain range,
which is a "water factory" that supplies people, agriculture and the mining industry lower down and along the coasts of the
Andean countries, as well as most of the Amazonian rivers, he said.

The rural exodus which led to the desertion of terraces and water channels in the Andean mountains has caused the local
environment to deteriorate. "People with a maintenance-oriented culture" are needed to halt the losses of water sources, he
stated. But training is also needed, as some "traditional methods," such as burning woodland and agricultural residues, have
negative effects, he added.

Lindeman believes it is necessary to find alternatives for rural development, because he "personally" disagrees with the
"excessive emphasis" being placed on land tenure by defenders of agrarian reform, as happened at ICARRD. In today's world
where commerce and trade are increasingly free-market, "small-scale peasant agriculture isn't profitable enough" to compete
with subsidised farm production in rich countries and big agribusinesses, he argued.

That is why the exodus from rural areas continues unchecked and "alternative solutions" are needed, such as payment, by
those who benefit, for environmental services carried out by small farmers, and gainful rural employment that is "not necessarily
agricultural.”

The alliance between environmentalists and peasant movements, indigenous people and consumers is growing, especially in
Latin America, Mario Ahumada told IPS. Ahumada leads the Latin American Agroecological Movement, and is a regional
coordinator for the International Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty, which organised the ‘Land, Territory and Dignity'
Forum in Porto Alegre.
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Agroecology involves a change in production methods that unites small farmers and environmentalists. It also presents a
particular vision of society, since it includes the rights of peoples, and the recovery of natural resources and biodiversity using
traditional knowledge, according to Ahumada, a Chilean veterinary scientist.

Agroecology techniques are still not widely practised, but are spreading rapidly. The Brazilian Movement of Landless Rural
Workers (MST) decided to promote agroecology when it saw the improved yields obtained on agroecological farms.

The Latin American School of Agroecology was founded in August 2005 by a partnership between MST, the international
peasant movement Via Campesina, and the governments of Venezuela and of the state of Parana in the south of Brazil.
Seventy students from Brazil, Paraguay and Venezuela are attending its university level course, which lasts three years.
Classes at the School in Lapa, near Curitiba, the capital of Parana, alternate with field activities in peasant communities.

Agroecology is "a set of principles for designing a production system based on biodiversity and sustainability," which are applied
in accordance with local conditions, Miguel Altieri, a recognised Chilean scientific expert in the field and a professor at the
University of California-Berkeley, explained in an interview with IPS during the ICARRD.

Major agricultural problems, such as pests and soil deficiencies, "are symptoms of a systemic illness: monoculture," or the lack
of functional biological diversity, he explained. Where there is a diversity of organisms, as for example those that "make a forest
work, with a given biological equilibrium," there is no need for pesticides, fertilisers, or other agrochemicals, he said.

"There is no single formula," as local conditions must be observed and researched, but the basic principle is "polyculture which
makes logical and economic sense, and promotes synergy." One example is to grow beans, which fix nitrogen, together with
cereals, he remarked. Introducing flowers, whose pollen fulfils a necessary function, and livestock, is also recommended.

Agroecology is different from organic farming because the latter often merely substitutes biological inputs for chemical ones,
without solving the basic problems, which is why it has given rise to so much frustration, he clarified.

Also, agroecology can be commercially competitive, because of cost reductions, including environmental costs such as soll
erosion, Altieri said.

Agroecology is closer in nature to some traditional practices, such as those of indigenous people, he acknowledged, while
observing that small-scale farmers may also practice monoculture. Family farming is highly compatible with agroecology
because of its greater efficiency and its social benefits, said the professor, who will also be teaching courses during his stay in
Brazil.
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AGRICULTURE:
Social Movements Call for "New Agrarian Reform"

Mario Osava

PORTO ALEGRE, Brazil, Mar 10 (IPS) - "The states and the international system have been incapable of defeating poverty and
hunger in the world," declares the final document issued by the ‘Land, Territory and Dignity' Forum, which ended Thursday in
Porto Alegre.

The civil society Forum was held parallel to the Mar. 7-10 second International Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural
Development (ICARRD), organised by the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) in this southern Brazilian city.

Indigenous people, fisherfolk, migrants, nomadic herders, descendants of African slaves and other ethnic minorities are among
the groups that should be incorporated into "genuine agrarian reform," which is impossible without "gender equity," just as "there
is no future for our societies without young people in the countryside," states the declaration, to be presented to the
intergovernmental ICARRD meeting Friday.

To fulfill these conditions, it is indispensable to go beyond mere land distribution, and to take into account the broader concept
of communal "territory" that serves as home to campesino (peasant) communities, indigenous peoples and fish harvesters,
recognising "their right to maintain their own spiritual relations," culture, traditions and institutions; in other words, their autonomy
and self-determination.

Access to the sea must also be respected, in order to rescue fisherfolk from the neglect in which they have been steeped for
years, despite the fact that seafood accounts for 16 percent of the protein consumed worldwide, said Pedro Avendafio, a
Chilean representative of the World Forum of Fish Harvesters and Fishworkers (WFF).

If fishworkers are not included in the policies of the new agrarian reform, "there will be no food security," he said in an open
debate Thursday among seven representatives of civil society and seven government delegates, which formed part of
ICARRD's aim of promoting dialogue and cooperation between the two sectors.

The need for a new model that would ensure "access to the sea" for those who depend on small-scale fishing for their livelihood
was defended by Sri Lankan fisherman Herman Kumara with the National Fisheries Solidarity Movement, in the presentation of
the document approved by the Forum

"Half of the 200,000 fishermen in my country were affected by the (December 2004) tsunami," Kumara told IPS.

Without international aid and national policies that guarantee them the right to fish and to housing, it will be impossible to pull
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out of the most dire poverty the tens of thousands of families who lost everything, he added.

Food sovereignty and the power to decide on national policies in that area, with autonomy, is based on a set of rights that begin
with the right of people to a "healthy diet" and to "produce their own food," said Rafael Alegria, a Honduran activist with Via
Campesina, a global movement of peasants and small farmers.

Further, agrarian reform must include the right to productive and cultural diversity, and the right to "seeds, as a heritage of
humanity that cannot be privatised," as well as social control of the market to ensure "fair prices" without the European or U.S.
policies that benefit agroexports, and the "dumping" of products on markets at artificially low prices, in favour of large
corporations, said Alegria.

Food sovereignty also means "the defence of life," because a "slow death" will be in store for rural communities if the current
policies imposed by the World Trade Organisation (WTO) and global finance are not modified, he said to loud applause by the
hundreds of campesinos attending the debate.

The government representatives, from Mexico, the European Union, Madagascar, Morocco, India, China and Nigeria, described
initiatives by their governments in the area of agriculture, which in some cases included the distribution of land and measures to
foment small-scale farming, with assistance and social benefits.

But it was a dialogue of the deaf when it came to concepts, with the social activists complaining that governments ignore the
principle of food sovereignty, one of the central issues in the debate.

Food sovereignty is defined as the right of peoples, communities, and countries to define their own agricultural, labour, fishing,
food and land policies which are ecologically, socially, economically and culturally appropriate to their unique circumstances. It
includes the right to food and to produce food, which means that all people have the right to safe, nutritious and culturally
appropriate food and to food-producing resources and the ability to sustain themselves and their societies.

However, the description of the "right to work," as ensured by a recent law in India that is already being implemented in 800
poor districts, captured the attention of listeners.

The representative of that country's Ministry of Agriculture explained that the rural employment guarantee act promises wage
employment to every rural household, in which adult members volunteer to do unskilled manual work. Through the new law, the
government aims at removing poverty by assuring at least 100 days' paid employment a year to one person in every household.

The Nigerian delegate was also applauded when he proposed that the third ICARRD be held within three or "a maximum of five
years," recalling that 27 long years went by since the first edition took place in 1979 in Rome.

The 550 participants in the ‘Land, Territory and Dignity' Forum included 150 delegates of organisations of women peasant
farmers, fisherfolk, young people, herders, and ethnic groups from 67 countries, representing every continent.

The "new agrarian reform" should ensure the exercise of the rights to education, health, housing, social security and recreation,
as well as access not only to land but to natural resources like water, forests and biodiversity.

"Neoliberal globalisation", megaprojects that expel peasant farmers from the countryside, like dams, airports and highways, and

trade policies that fuel the rural exodus were targets of their complaints, as well as the persecution and repression of rural
activists. (FIN/2006)
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AGRICULTURE-BRAZIL:
Rural Women Protest Against Pulpwood Plantations

Mario Osava

PORTO ALEGRE, Brazil, Mar 8 (IPS) - At 2:30 AM local time, 2,000 campesinas (women peasant farmers) occupied a
eucalyptus plantation belonging to the Aracruz Celulosa plant, a large Brazilian paper and pulp mill in Barra do Ribeiro, 56 km
from Porto Alegre in southern Brazil.

Seven hours later, the Via Campesina activists marched down Ipiranga Avenue in Porto Alegre, to the Catholic University,
where the second International Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (ICARRD) is taking place Tuesday
through Friday, organised by the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO).

Also taking part in the march were women from organisations like Brazil's movement of urban female workers.

The roughly 3,500 demonstrators found the gate to the university closed and guarded by some 20 police officers. But they made
it past this first obstacle, with shouts of triumph and the Cuban song "Guajira Guantanamera" blasting out of loudspeakers
mounted on a truck accompanying them.

But they did not make it into the building where government officials from some 80 countries and representatives of international
bodies are meeting this week in the ICARRD.

Nevertheless, after half an hour of negotiations, a committee of 50 women was allowed into the main auditorium where the
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conference is taking place, chanting "Agrarian Reform, Urgent and Necessary" and "Women, United, Will Never Be Defeated".

They read out the Manifesto of Campesina Women "against all forms of violence and exploitation" suffered in Brazil, and in
defence of "comprehensive agrarian reform" to secure food sovereignty, and were applauded by the delegations participating in
the conference.

They also protested "authoritarian domination" by transnational corporations and the policies of the International Monetary Fund,
World Bank and World Trade Organisation, while condemning the "green deserts" created by "enormous plantations of
eucalyptus, acacia and pine trees," which are grown to produce paper pulp.

The occupation of the Aracruz plantation was aimed at protesting these fast-growing artificial forests of pulpwood trees, which
rapidly exhaust the soil and water reserves.

The women, who drove out to the plantation in buses, occupied the company's installations, where only one watchman was
standing guard, for around 40 minutes, a campesina who took part in the protest with her two teenage sons told IPS. She
preferred not to give her name.

The message presented to the company and distributed during the march in Porto Alegre complains about "the damages
caused by agribusiness in Brazil: destruction of campesino agriculture, the increase of the concentration of land, unemployment
and the rural exodus, and enormous environmental destruction."

The "green deserts" invade areas that should be targeted by agrarian reform, and are a symbol of agribusiness, which
represents "profits for a few and losses for society as a whole," they maintained.

"The government provides billions of reals (the local currency) in soft credits to transnational corporations that produce for
export, to the detriment of food crops for the population, and the environment," Adriana Maria dos Santos, a coordinator of the
Campesina Women's Movement (MMC), told IPS.

The MMC is one of the Via Campesina member organisations based in Brazil, along with the Landless Workers' Movement
(MST), the Small Farmers' Movement and others.

Aracruz is a world leader in the production of bleached eucalyptus pulp, with an annual output of nearly three million tons. The
company owns 261,000 hectares of eucalyptus plantations in three Brazilian states.

Brazil's state-owned National Economic and Social Development Bank holds a 12.5 percent share in Aracruz, with the
remaining shares divided up among two other Brazilian companies and an international bank.

The Brazilian firm Votorantim, whose cellulose and paper division owns 28 percent of the shares in Aracruz, and Finnish-
Swedish forestry giant Stora Enso also produce pulp in Rio Grande do Sul and plan to expand their eucalyptus plantations in
this southern Brazilian state.

Last year, Stora Enso and Aracruz also opened a pulp plant in the northeastern state of Bahia, producing 900,000 tons of
cellulose a year.

One eucalyptus tree consumes 30 litres of water a day, and Rio Grande do Sul - of which Porto Alegre is the capital 0 is already
home to 200,000 hectares of eucalyptus plantations geared specifically to pulp production.

"For us, this spells death," declared the MMC activist, who added that her organisation is a "feminist and socialist" movement
that is fighting for agrarian reform as well as an end to violence against women and respect for women's right to be the legal
owners of the land on which they live and work.

In the settlements created as part of the agrarian reform process in Brazil, women hold the deeds to only 12 percent of the land
distributed, stressed Marina dos Santos, an MST coordinator. The Brazilian government issued guidelines several years ago for
women as well as men to be given legal title to the land they occupy, but the guidelines are not followed in many parts of the
country, she added.

Because of this, and in order to guarantee women peasant farmers their right to retirement pensions, a national campaign has
been launched to provide women with documents ranging from birth certificates to identification documents to land deeds,
explained the MST coordinator.

There are nine million women living in rural Brazil who have no identification documents whatsoever, Adriana Maria dos Santos
observed.

Brazilian women also marked International Women's Day with marches and rallies in numerous cities throughout the country, in
which rural women accounted for a large number of the participants.

In Recife, capital of the northeastern state of Pernambuco, women protested against the violence they are forced to endure. So
far this year, 72 women have been murdered in that state alone.

In Sao Paulo, Brazil's largest city, a total of 10,000 participants were expected for a rally staged by 80 social organisations. One
of their demands is the legalisation of abortion. Meanwhile, in Brasilia, the capital, women homemakers voiced their demand for
the right to retirement pensions, backed by a petition signed by 1.8 million people. (FIN/2006)
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DEVELOPMENT:
Agrarian Reform Takes a Low Profile

Mario Osava

PORTO ALEGRE, Brazil, Mar 8 (IPS) - There was not enough debate among the governments, and much less between the
governments and civil society, Henry Saragih, general coordinator of Via Campesina, the global alliance of peasant, family farm,
rural worker, indigenous and landless movements, told IPS.

He pointed out that there were only five months of preparations for the ICARRD, which is running Tuesday through Friday in the
southern Brazilian city of Porto Alegre.

The level of participation in the conference is unsatisfactory, even on the part of the governments, because only slightly more
than 80 countries have sent official delegations, he said.

The Porto Alegre ICARRD "is not representative," because no heads of state or government are taking part, and very few
cabinet ministers, said Egidio Brunetto, one of the leaders of Brazil's powerful Landless Workers' Movement (MST) and of Via
Campesina in Brazil.

Because Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva is on a visit to the United Kingdom, Vice President José Alencar presided
over the opening ceremony on Monday.

In addition, the conference is headed by a minister who is about to step down, Brunetto pointed out. Brazilian Minister of
Agrarian Development Miguel Rossetto announced that he would soon leave his post, in order to run in the October legislative
elections.

Lula sent a message to the participants in which he underlined ICARRD's responsibility for "bringing agrarian reform up-to-date
on the development agenda of the 21st century."

He also cited the urgent need to fight hunger and poverty, and the broad scope of the question of land reform, which, he said,
must involve access to credit, health care, education and technical assistance, as well as fair international trade rules, if true
rural development is to be achieved.

Active citizen participation and joint action by governments and civil society are indispensable to the success of reforms in
favour of the poor, like land reform, Lennart Bage, president of the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), told
the conference participants.

There is a pressing need to revitalise the question of agrarian reform as a route towards reducing hunger, poverty and inequality,
as emphasised by several international conferences that have underscored the prevalence of poverty in the countryside, said
Jacques Diouf, director-general of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), which organised this week's
gathering.

Diouf also invoked the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), set by the international community in 2000, which include
concrete targets in terms of poverty, hunger, health care, education, gender, the environment and development, to be met by
2015. The first MDG is aimed at halving world poverty and hunger by that deadline.

The fact that 850 million people worldwide are still hungry today is "unacceptable" in a world that is capable of producing
enough food for everyone, said Diouf, who noted that 75 percent of the poor are peasants or rural people who depend on fishing
resources and the forests for survival.

Reducing rural poverty is therefore crucial for meeting this goal, and is directly related to secure access to land and other
resources needed for development, such as greater investment, observed Diouf.

"Sustainable rural development" is the focus of the second ICARRD, a unique occasion to build dialogue among governments,
social movements and civil society organisations as an essential step towards fighting poverty and the violence engendered by
conflicts over land, he stressed.

We are far from achieving an equitable, efficient and sustainable structure of land ownership, 27 years after the first ICARRD,
said Bage, adding that control of the land is also a key aspect in development strategies.

Among the rural poor, Bage highlighted the plight of women and indigenous people, whose vulnerability and extreme poverty
are primarily the result of their lack of secure access to land and other natural resources. Moreover, these two sectors have little
power to influence changes in their situation.

Globalisation, urbanisation, industrialisation and the concentration of capital subject the rural poor to new forms of competition
with more powerful interests, including competition for limited basic resources, said Bage. But, he added, local realities vary,
which means there are "many roads" towards combating poverty, and no single solution for access to land.

Brazilian Environment Minister Marina Silva, speaking on behalf of her country's delegation to the conference, emphasised the
need for sustainable rural development and the related challenge of integrating policies among different sectors, such as
infrastructure, agricultural development, technological development and the environment. "Isolated sectoral policies do not
foster efficient use of a country's resources," she maintained.

Despite the official declarations in support of participation by social movements, local campesino organisations plan to stage
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protests throughout the four days of the ICARRD. The fact that Brazil is hosting the conference does not necessarily make it a
champion of effective agrarian reform, they argue.

Via Campesina released a report in which it recognised a number of advances made by the Lula administration, such as curbing
the repression suffered by campesino movements and increasing credit for small family farmers. Nevertheless, it highlighted a
number of errors and omissions, such as placing priority on large-scale export agribusiness in government credit policies and
failing to expropriate more unproductive land from the owners of large rural estates, or "latifundia”.

Lula established a goal for his administration to provide land to a total of 400,000 families between 2003 and 2006. However, in
the majority of cases, families have merely been given legal ownership of land on which they were already settled, especially in
the Amazon region, which means this has not been a genuine process of land redistribution, stressed MST national coordinator
Joao Paulo Rodrigues.

"Today there is no agrarian reform in Brazil, the process has come to a standstill," declared Tomas Balduino, former bishop of
Goias and president of the Pastoral Land Commission, a Catholic church agency that supports campesinos and rural
communities and monitors violence in the Brazilian countryside.

According to the Pastoral Land Commission, during the first three years of the Lula administration, more than 110 campesinos
were murdered in land-related conflicts. (FIN/2006)
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AGRICULTURE:
FAO and Brazil Resuscitate Agrarian Reform

Mario Osava

RIO DE JANEIRO, Mar 6 (IPS) - The second International Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (ICARRD),
taking place this week in the southern Brazilian city of Porto Alegre, will be dusting off long-buried issues. The first edition took
place 27 years ago in Rome.

The aim is to revive the debate on issues that have been frozen for years by the predominant neo-liberal free-market agenda
and structural adjustment programmes that excluded public policies on land reform and rural development, Caio Franga, a
special adviser to Brazil's Ministry of Agrarian Development, told IPS.

Although ICARRD is a United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) conference, it will have a strong Brazilian
flavour, not only because this country is hosting it, but also due to the role Brazil has played in breathing new life into these
issues.

Besides carrying out a unique land reform process, Brazil has given a new boost to the fight against hunger and extreme
poverty through a series of national programmes and international initiatives undertaken by the left-leaning government of
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, a former trade unionist.

Brazil has been implementing land redistribution efforts since the 1980s. And in the last 10 years, more than 600,000 landless
rural families have been settled on small farms of their own.

The Lula administration has also expanded the availability of credit and technical assistance to small family farms, while helping
to put in place the conditions to allow farmers and their families to stay in the countryside, sell their produce, and receive
education.

Nevertheless, movements of landless farmers complain that the agrarian reform process is moving ahead at too slow a pace,
given the fact that there are still more than four million landless rural families in Brazil, a country of 184 million where land
ownership is highly concentrated.

A "combination of developments" gave rise to the organisation of the second ICARRD, as an important step towards
reestablishing the urgent need to "democratise access to land" and promote rural development, said Franga.

Global conferences on food and sustainable development, the adoption of the Millennium Development Goals for 2015 and
Brazil's experiences have put hunger and related questions at the centre of the international agenda, he said.

But while many countries have begun to express concern over these issues, "few have responded to the challenge with
effective public policies," he maintained.

There are still 852 million people suffering from hunger in the world today, three-quarters of whom live in rural areas and depend
on access to land and other natural resources for their survival, according to FAO.

Brazilian Vice President José Alencar, as well as government ministers from a number of countries, were taking part in the
conference's opening ceremony Monday. The discussions and debates will run Tuesday through Friday.

The question of land reform has taken on new characteristics since the first ICARRD, said Franca, who pointed out that in
today's new context, the main objective is to ensure access to land for small farmers, a problem that also affects countries in
Europe and that is increasingly felt in Latin America with the emergence of stronger social movements and widely varied
responses from governments.
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The issue is also closely linked to international trade rules, as has been "dramatically" demonstrated by experiences in Africa
following disastrous plunges in the prices of agricultural commodities like cotton, he added.

It is his hope, and that of the Brazilian government, that this second ICARRD will adopt a final declaration and plan of action that
"incorporate the best of previous world conferences on food and the environment," and define concepts, principles, priorities
and guidelines for effective rural development.

But even more important will be the follow-up measures and the national and international programmes adopted as a result of
the conference, he noted.

The Tuesday through Friday discussions will focus on five key themes: policies and experiences that have improved access to
resources for the poorest sectors; local capacity building; new development opportunities for rural communities; how to combine
agrarian reform, social justice and sustainable development; and food sovereignty.

Via Campesina, a global civil society network with numerous member organisations in Brazil, will actively participate in the
conference, along with similar movements like the Brazilian Confederation of Agricultural Workers and the Federation of
Workers in Family Agriculture, both of which are linked to local trade union federations.

At a camp set up in a centrally located park in Porto Alegre, some 5,000 peasant farmers will gather to discuss their problems
and demands as part of a parallel event held by civil society organisations. The participants will adopt a declaration that will be
presented to the ICARRD on Thursday.

On Wednesday, Mar. 8, International Women's Day, rural activists will stage a march to the conference venue, the Catholic
University campus, announced Paulo Facioni, a Via Campesina coordinator in the southern Brazilian state of Rio Grande do Sul,
of which Porto Alegre is the capital.

The "symbol of agribusiness" denounced by this march will be the pulp industry, which controls vast areas of land in the central-
eastern states of Espirito Santo and Bahia and is seeking to undertake major projects in Rio Grande do Sul, Facioni told IPS.
The production of wood pulp or cellulose, the raw material for making paper, poses a threat to the food sovereignty defended by
small farmers, since pulp and paper companies "take land away from agriculture" by buying up huge tracts to plant fast-growing
pulp trees like eucalyptus, he explained.

"People can't eat eucalyptus trees or wood," stressed Facioni, who is also a leader of the Movement of Landless Rural Workers
(MST), which heads the fight for faster agrarian reform in Brazil.

The FAO's decision to organise this conference is "praiseworthy," but the way in which it addresses agricultural, agrarian and
food security issues is unsatisfactory, said Facioni.

The Brazilian government has also failed to live up to its promises of effective agrarian reform that would radically change the
realities of rural Brazil and the concentration of land ownership in a few hands, he stressed. Nevertheless, the discussions to be
held in Porto Alegre this week are important, because they could pave the way to greater advances in this process, he added.
(FIN/2006)

BOLIVIA:
Government Takes Up Challenge of Land Reform

Franz Chéavez

LA PAZ, Mar 8 (IPS) - "The new government has the democratic legitimacy to carry out a profound agrarian reform effort, after
the institutions responsible for redistributing land have been reorganised, since they were staffed by known representatives of
powerful landowners and agribusiness," the deputy minister of Coordination with Social Movements, Alfredo Rada, told IPS.

>From his office at the government palace, Rada has undertaken the difficult task of overhauling an agrarian reform process
that had been virtually paralysed by the influence of agribusiness interests in the eastern region of Santa Cruz.

Left-leaning President Morales will cancel decrees issued by his predecessors Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada (1993-1997 and
2002-2003), Hugo Banzer (1971-1978 and 1997-2001) and Carlos Mesa (2003-2005), because they represented a setback by
allowing land ownership to be further concentrated, said Rada.

Law 1,715 of the National Service of Agrarian Reform was promulgated on Oct. 18, 1996 to put fair land distribution into practice,
an aim which had been on the statute books for decades but never realised.

The law establishes procedures for eliminating vast, unproductive land holdings, and for reviewing and updating property rights
over all land, whether it belongs to smallholders or agribusiness interests.

In nine years, the Bolivian State has reviewed land ownership of only 14 million hectares, or 13.1 percent of the 107.2 million
hectares of land dedicated to agricultural and livestock production and forestry, according to the latest figures from the National
Institute for Agrarian Reform (INRA). At this rate it will take another 66 years to complete the job, which according to analysts
has been blocked by economic and political interests.

The deadline established by the law for granting formal land titles to peasant farmers and for the communally owned lands of
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indigenous people is October this year. However, although 74 million dollars have been spent, including financial aid from
international organisations, the process appears to be at a standstill.

"There was no political will to apply this law, but now we hope for firm, radical determination to implement it," the president of the
non-governmental Land Foundation (Fundacién Tierra), Miguel Urioste, told IPS.

The inauguration of indigenous activist Evo Morales, the leader of the country's coca farmers, as president on Jan. 22 has
reawakened the sense of entitlement of indigenous communities, which are demanding the expropriation of land from Brazilian
and Paraguayan entrepreneurs who have bought up extensive areas along the northern and northeastern borders with Brazil.
Bolivian legislation forbids foreign citizens to own property within 50 kilometres of the border, and indigenous and small farmers'
organisations are calling for these lands to be expropriated for their benefit.

Lawmaker Isaac Avalos of the governing leftwing Movement Towards Socialism (MAS) said that some 600,000 hectares have
been occupied illegally, and the minister of Rural, Agricultural and Livestock Development, Hugo Salvatierra, announced that
properties under illegal ownership would be expropriated.

Prosecutors, migration authorities and police have been deployed by the government to investigate accusations of the illegal
presence of foreign nationals within the 50-kilometre border zone, especially in the provinces of German Bush and Angel
Sandoval, in Santa Cruz.

This could be a crucial test for the government of Morales, who was elected with 53.7 percent of the vote.

According to Rada, the government, with the support of the armed forces, "will restore sovereignty in areas invaded by foreign
citizens, and will do it in a decisive manner."

On the diplomatic front, the government will talk to Brazilian President Luiz Inécio Lula da Silva about the problem, and request
his cooperation in preventing illegal land sales and trafficking in gold, timber, and other natural resources from Bolivia's Amazon
jungle region.

At the beginning of his five-year term, Morales stated his intention to promote fair land distribution, and quoted the example of
landowners who put one cow out to pasture on 50,000 hectares of land.

Last week, Morales called on large landholders to share their idle land with poor small farmers, while guaranteeing state
recognition for productive landholdings of 1,000 to 5,000 hectares that are dedicated to economic and social ends.

The agrarian reform of 1953, born of the1952 revolution, was adversely affected by corruption and pressure groups. By 1996,
55 million hectares had been handed over to large landholders, and 45 million hectares to small farmers, according to a study
by the Land Foundation.

This unequal distribution led to intervention of the body responsible for land concessions in 1992. In 1996 it was replaced by
INRA, created by law 1,715. However, this new institution did no better than the previous one.

Bolivia's Landless Movement (MST) was formed in 2000, inspired by Brazil's Landless Workers' Movement. Its first act was to
seize an extensive property called Pananti, in the southern department of Tarija. But the occupation of land ended on Nov. 9,
2001 with the deaths of six landless farmers, killed by thugs sent in by landowners.

>From Tuesday to Friday, the second United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) International Conference on
Agrarian Reform and Rural Development is discussing land tenure problems in the southern Brazilian city of Porto Alegre.

According to a report by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), just 100 families own 25 million hectares, while
2 million small farmers have access to only 5 million hectares.

According to the 2001 census, three million Bolivians live in rural areas, out of a total population of 8.2 million.

But administrative measures will not present a final solution to land problems, said Urioste, who believes that it is up to the
Constituent Assembly, which will convene in August to rewrite the constitution, to examine the question of the ownership of land
and natural resources, such as forests, water, minerals, oil and gas.

"These will be the main topics for debate, particularly land ownership rights. According to the Constitution, land belongs to the
State and not to any specific region or social or business sector," Urioste said. (FIN/2006)

DEVELOPMENT:
Formal Land Titles Necessary But Not Sufficient

Humberto Marquez

SANTA CRUZ, Bolivia, Mar 24 (IPS) - Indigenous people "look to the past and say collective land ownership was imposed by
the colonialists, and look to the future and want to leave a plot of land to their children," Wilson Navarro, with the Ecuadorian
Populorum Progressio Fund, told IPS.

"But on the other hand, all of their public services -- from water to the football field -- as well as their work (in the form of 'minga’,
an indigenous word for community work) are collective," he added.
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Navarro spoke with IPS during "Land is Life", an international conference on secure access to land organised by the
International Land Coalition (ILC) in the eastern Bolivian city of Santa Cruz.

Although the ILC -- which describes itself as "a global alliance of organisations working together with the rural poor to increase
their secure access to natural resources, especially land, and enable them to participate directly in policy and decision-making
processes" -- meets every two years, this is the first time its global assembly was held outside of its Rome headquarters.

Delegates of 80 non-governmental organisations, including indigenous and small farmers associations and trade unions, and
international bodies like the World Bank, the European Commission and several United Nations agencies met Sunday through
Thursday in this Bolivian city.

Formal land title deeds are a dream shared by millions of small farmers around the world, even if that piece of paper takes them
two generations to obtain, and once they win it they realise it does not suffice to pull them out of poverty, due to delays in
government land reform programmes.

In Venezuela, the government launched a renewed agrarian reform effort this year, occupying portions of large cattle ranches
that it deems unproductive, and granting temporary "land charters" to cooperatives or individual families to allow them to farm
the land that has been seized, with aid in the form of government credit and machinery.

In Zimbabwe, which became an independent nation just a quarter century ago, title deeds were in the hands of white colonialists,
and most local farmers were pushed onto marginal land, so these problems are associated with the independence struggle,
activist Tanyaradzwa Furusa told the ILC gathering of representatives of organisations from nearly 30 countries.

The fight for formal land titles also forms part of larger movements in countries like Bolivia, where indigenous communities
struggle to reclaim their native identity and assert their collective rights to enormous extensions of land that they consider their
"ancestral territory".

"We are demanding legal title to our land, to preserve it as we see fit, with its plants, water and animals," said Anacleto
Supayabe, a leader of the Yuracaré-Mojefio Amazon indigenous community, which is laying claim to 100,000 hectares.

"It will all belong to everyone. Each family will have just a plot of land on which to survive," David Géngora, another community
leader, told IPS.

But Esteban Aladi, an Aymara indigenous campesino who like so many others migrated from Bolivia's altiplano in the west to
the province of Santa Cruz in the eastern lowlands, told journalists that "what we need are title deeds, to be able to apply for
credit and develop our small farms."

In India, the struggle for land titles is often so complicated that it can take 50 years, or two whole generations, said Rohini
Reddy, an activist with the South Asia Rural Reconstruction Association, who pointed out that India has 28 states, each of which
has its own laws with respect to property ownership.

Isabel Lavadenz, with the World Bank, also referred to the case of India, where an estimated 60 percent -- and in some states
as much as 90 percent -- of civil court trials arise from land disputes.

According to the ILC, "Secure access to land, water and related productive assets is basic to lasting solutions to hunger and
poverty. It results in greater productivity, increased family income and sustainable land use."

Of the 1.1 billion people living in extreme poverty around the world, 800 million live in rural areas, and most of them are landless
peasant farmers and members of indigenous groups or other marginalised communities.

In September 2000, the U.N. General Assembly adopted eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) aimed at eradicating
extreme poverty and hunger, improving infant and maternal health, providing greater access to education, ending gender
discrimination and curbing pollution, among other objectives.

The number one MDG is to halve the proportion of the world's population living on less than one dollar a day by the year 2015.

One key aspect that must be taken into consideration is the fact that women in many countries are often denied access to land,
said participants in this week's conference.

A study by Carmen Deere, the head of the Centre for Latin American, Caribbean and Latino Studies at the University of
Massachusetts Amherst, on 13 agrarian reform programmes implemented in the region in the 20th century found that the
proportion of women beneficiaries was never higher than 17 percent.

One exception was the case of Cuba, where although only five percent of those receiving individual land grants were women,
35 percent of the members of the cooperatives that were collectively allocated land were female.

Lisa del Grande with the Association for Rural Advancement in South Africa advocated efforts in favour of collective land titling
as a guarantee against the sale of property to large landowners and a way to defend the rights of women, who in many
countries have more of a chance to become beneficiaries within a cooperative or community than as individual owners.

The ILC conference's final statement points out that women are frequently denied the right to own land because of
discriminatory social and cultural practices and laws.

Del Grande also said the granting of individual title deeds invites the state to leave land reform efforts incomplete and ignore its
other responsibilities in promoting rural development.
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The final declaration states that access to land in and of itself does not guarantee progress if it is not accompanied by greater
access to credit, technology, training and markets.

Referring to the question of individual or communal ownership of land, Roger Juarez with Nicaragua's Federation of Agricultural
Cooperatives told IPS that "we must not be 'married’ to one form of property ownership or another, or any combination, but
should let each community decide for itself."

Nicaragua is a prime example of incomplete agrarian reform efforts, because "land was distributed to campesinos, but the
formal titling was not carried out, and while the old owners are still demanding the return of their property, the new occupants
have no way to put up collateral to obtain a loan from the private banks," said Juarez.

"The problem with incomplete land reform programmes...is that the ‘changes' do not really change anything deep down, and are
encouraged by conservative sectors in the countryside and defenders of neoliberal economic policies to discredit the struggle
for equal access to land," Edson Tedfilo, a consultant to Brazil's Ministry of Agrarian Development, commented to IPS.

In its final declaration, the ILC global assembly underlines that the eradication of rural poverty helps fight urban poverty,
because where access to land does not exist, rural migration fuels poverty and violence in the cities.

The head of the ILC, Bruce Moore from Canada, told IPS that "when we began, in 1995, only NGOs subscribed to our thesis of
negotiating and reaching accords for access to land and rural progress, but little by little we have helped changed the perception,
policies and even legislation of bodies like the World Bank and the European Union."

Governments and other entities in countries like Benin, Bolivia, Burkina Faso, Guatemala, Indonesia, Niger, the Philippines,
South Africa and Uganda have also invited the ILC to give them advice on agricultural policies.

"The Coalition will monitor the proposals that have emerged from this conference. There are and will be many difficulties and
problems from here to 2015. But I'm optimistic," said Moore. (FIN/2005)
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BOLIVIA:
Delays in Land Reform a 'Time Bomb"

José Luis Alcazar* - Tierramérica

TARJIJA, Bolivia, Nov 15 (IPS) - The results of the 1996 Law 1.715, which created the National Institute of Agrarian Reform
(INRA) to oversee the distribution of land, issue communal property titles to indigenous groups and eliminate unproductive large
estates, "are frustrating", says Carlos Romero, director of CEJIS, a social research think-tank.

Of the land slated for reform, the regularisation is complete for just 17 percent, 29.4 percent is in the process, and 53.3 percent
has yet to be dealt with.

"All of the governments were negligent in carrying out agrarian reform. The military dictatorships were notable for their free and
arbitrary distribution of land, especially in the east, to pay off political loyalties," says a document of Fundacion Tierra, whose
director, Miguel Urioste, was one of the authors of the 1996 law.

Bolivia has a long history of struggle for land. The land reform of 1953, one of the demands made in the revolution of 1952, was
inspired on the Mexican agrarian reform begun 35 years earlier. But it was left unfinished and caused distortions, with small
landholdings in the high plains and the western valleys (with plots of less than two hectares) and the creation of enormous
ranches in the tropical zones of the east (up to 50,000 hectares).

This Andean nation has an area of just over one million square kilometres. Between 1953 and 1992, some 60 million hectares
were distributed, 88 percent of which benefited corporate interests, mostly in the tropical plains, and 10 percent went to
indigenous peoples and peasant farmers in the western high plains and valleys, according to Romero.

One-third of Bolivia's approximately nine million people live in rural areas.

In 1992, the government decided to freeze the old agrarian reform mechanisms and in 1996 passed Law 1.715.

"The reform is undermined by macroeconomic policies and counter-reform measures, distortions that constitute one of the
central axes of the social and political conflicts that are polarising the country," Romero said.

For Pablo Regalsky, an expert with the Centre for Andean Communication and Development (CENDA), "the process of counter-
reform and land concentration began in 1967 and accelerated and deepened since the enactment of the (neoliberal economic)
structural adjustment in 1985."

According to Regalsky, "the governments, pressured by the World Bank, try to have little fiscal land (four million hectares) for
forestry and petroleum companies, which at the same time are active in biopiracy, usurping genetic resources, displacing from
these regions -- under title of protected areas -- the indigenous and peasant populations."

A study to which Tierramérica had access, and conducted by CENDA researcher René Orellana, indicates that concessions
have been granted to private entities to take advantage of biodiversity resources, for genetic research for the biotechnology
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industry, administration of national parks and even the sales of carbon dioxide certificates (for trade in greenhouse gas
emissions).

Meanwhile, there are more than 200 lawsuits for regularising indigenous communal lands (54 in the tropical region and 160 in
the Andes) for a total of 34 million hectares. In the past nine years, titles have been granted for just five million hectares.

"By not carrying out the reversion of the large estate, the assignment of fiscal land resources, or the implementation of human
settlement programmes as was agreed in 1996, violent land disputes have erupted, involving groups of the dispossessed like
the Landless Movement (MST) contributing to cases of confrontation," maintained CEJIS director Romero.

CENDA's Orellana observed that "the agrarian conflicts in Bolivia are increasingly violent and widespread. The landless
peasants and indigenous people have been carrying out land seizures, calling into question the existing legislation and
institutions for their slowness in resolving the problem, and thus turning into a time bomb."

The Bolivian MST was founded in 2000, inspired on neighbouring Brazil's Landless Rural Workers Movement, which emerged in
1980. Bolivia's movement has an estimated 5,000 members, keeping the government on tenterhooks with its land takeovers,
particularly the large estates in the tropical region, and drawing the ire of agri-business executives.

The experts consulted by Tierramérica agree that the Constituent Assembly convened for July 2006 will be the scenario where
the land debate could turn into an Achilles heel of the institutional re-founding of the nation.

The indigenous and peasant representatives want the demarcation and distribution of land to be related to the concept of
territory, autonomous indigenous jurisdiction that not only includes ownership of the soil, but also the subsoil, air space and all
the area's natural resources.

The matter will be at the centre of the debate on the way to the Dec. 18 presidential elections, in which one of the frontrunners is
indigenous and coca-grower leader Evo Morales, who has the support of many landless peasants.

Regalsky warns that the most conservative sectors, especially the large landowners in the tropics, will resist a Morales victory
because it would mean another agrarian reform affecting big livestock, agricultural and forestry companies.

To deactivate this time bomb, according to the experts, the agrarian process needs to be take up again, speeding up the
regularisation of the lands, putting unproductive large estates back into production and granting fiscal lands to the marginalised
sectors.
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VENEZUELA:
Land Reform Tripped Up by Red Tape, Lack of Planning

Humberto Méarquez

CARACAS, Mar 6 (IPS) - In the region of Aragua, to the north of Venezuela's central plains, land and sheds were made
available to small farmers for raising hogs and chickens, "but no animals were provided, and the financing hasn't arrived yet, so
we arranged for a private company to deliver animals to raise, and we are working for that company," one of the farmers
involved in the cooperative told IPS.

Some local farmers in the area complain that promised credit has not arrived, that they have not been trained to handle new
machinery supplied by the government, or that they have not been given enough seeds.

The delays in financing are blamed on the age-old problem of red tape.

Farther to the south, in the central plains, cooperatives that have received credit have purchased trucks to transport their
products long before the first crops they have planted on their new land are ready to be harvested.

The government of President Hugo Chavez has channeled 2.9 billion dollars into financing agricultural production, and the farm
industry's gross domestic product grew 2.6 percent in 2005, the Ministry of Agriculture stated in its report to Congress this
month.

"Land has been assigned and resources have been distributed, but in a climate of improvisation, of incomprehension of
technical decisions, and without integrating economic investment and the needs of the markets," agronomist Jesus Salazar, a
professor at Venezuela's Central University, told IPS.

The new agrarian reform process "has moved forward without basic information: a land register, soil studies, socioeconomic
projects and development plans bringing together the public, private and academic sectors," Franklin Chacin, the dean of the
university's Department of Agronomy, told IPS.

The changes in the Venezuelan countryside are based on the land law that Chavez decreed in 2001, and which began to be
effectively implemented in 2003, distributing land to cooperatives and families.

Last year, the authorities began to appropriate unproductive land from the owners of large estates.
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Despite several decades of agrarian reform, Venezuela remains one of the countries in Latin America with the greatest
concentration of land, a legacy of the colonial era. As in most of Latin America, the majority of the farmland in Venezuela is
divided among a limited number of large estates or "latifundia”, while campesinos (peasants) are either landless or live on tiny
subsistence farms.

According to the agricultural census of 1988, only six percent of the landholders owned seventy percent of the arable land.
"Either the latifundium dies, or | die in the attempt," Chavez stated on several occasions in 2005.

He personally led the division of a private rural estate of 8,490 hectares, leaving 1,500 to the owner, preserving 2,700 as a
protected area around a dam and reservoir, and distributing the rest to a recently created agricultural cooperative.

The land is not granted by the government as individual or collective property, but under an "agrarian charter" which gives the
families or cooperatives the right and the duty to work the land, but not the right to sell it or pass it on to their heirs.

The notion of rural development "goes far beyond agrarian questions and the availability and distribution of land, although it is a
very important element," economist Daniel Anido, with the Agrifood Research Centre in the southwestern city of Mérida,
commented to IPS. "Credit is also needed, as well as access to quality education and housing, and farmers need nearby roads,
to transport inputs and the final product.”

These issues will be the focus of discussions from Tuesday through Friday in Brazil, at the second International Conference on
Agrarian Reform and Rural Development, organised by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO).

Venezuela "is in a privileged position, because it has talent, financial resources, and physical resources: some 36 million
hectares of arable land, including 15 million hectares of forest that can be logged," said Chacin.

Chacin, the coordinator of the country's deans of agronomy departments, said "basic information is needed first, consisting of a
land register, an inventory of estates, soils, water and infrastructure, and a legal census of the land."

The Central University used a team of 100 people to carry out a study of that kind on a sample of 7,000 square kilometers of
land (700,000 hectares, equivalent to 0.5 percent of the country's arable land) in the region of Aragua.

The study, which took one year to complete with the support of regional authorities, will be available this year to design a rural
development plan for that area.

The central government says it is drawing up an agrarian development plan. Several academics told IPS that they had
discussed aspects of such a plan with the authorities.

"Without good basic information, erroneous decisions can be adopted, and especially if there is a high turnover in ministers
(there have been seven since Chavez took office in 1999). | still do not see a genuine productive change in the countryside,"
said Chacin.

According to the Ministry of Agriculture, agricultural output in 2004, the most recent year for which figures are available, was
similar to that of 1998, before Chavez came to power, with the exception of cereals and sugarcane, which are large-scale or
highly mechanised crops.

In 2004, Venezuela produced 997,000 tons of garden vegetables (as compared to 984,000 tons in 1998), 991,000 tons of root
vegetables and tubers (1,053,000 in 1998), 65,000 tons of coffee (66,000), 16,000 tons of cacao (18,000), 2.7 million tons of
fruit (2.9 million), 528,000 tons of textile fibres and oilseeds (569,000) and 46,000 tons of cereals (34,000 in 1998).

Corn production in 2004, which totalled two million tons, was double that of 1998, while the output of all cereal crops combined
was 3.7 million tons, as compared to 2.1 million tons six years earlier. Almost 10 million tons of sugar cane were harvested in
2004, up two million from 1998, with between 500,000 and 600,000 tons of refined sugar produced annually.

In addition, "we could produce more milk, meat and soybeans. Venezuela's agricultural exports are limited despite our potential
in all the traditional tropical crops like coffee and cacao and the newer crops like fruit and rice," commented Chacin.

Venezuela, with a population of 26.8 million according to the state-run Statistics Institute, imports four billion dollars worth of
food annually, said Chacin, representing a sizeable chunk of the country's total imports of 17.3 billion dollars in 2004 and 23.9
billion dollars in 2005.

According to Anido, a study of 155 different foodstuffs found that between 40 and 65 percent of what Venezuelans eat is
imported, while official figures show that 6,000 tons a month of meat are imported and a similar amount of milk.

Assaociations of cattle and poultry farmers have criticised the government's heavy reliance on imports to supply meat, dairy
products and edible fats to the network of state-run stores where three out of every five Venezuelan families buy food at
subsidised prices.

"We are financing the agribusiness sectors of countries like Argentina and Brazil, and this could get even worse when we join
Mercosur (the Southern Common Market)," stated Genaro Méndez of the cattle farmers federation.

Last year, Venezuela formally began the process of joining the Mercosur trade bloc, currently made up of Argentina, Brazil,
Paraguay and Uruguay, which are all major beef producers.

In the meantime, a recent corruption scandal revealed that Venezuela faces other obstacles, in addition to an overly
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improvisational approach, in the search for justice and development in the countryside, owing to shortcomings in the follow-up
and monitoring of projects.

One of the projects most enthusiastically promoted by Chavez is a sugar mill in his home state of Barinas, in the southwestern
Venezuelan plains. The new facility, being built under the guidance of Cuban sugar industry experts, is designed to mill 7,000
tons of sugar and produce 600 tons of refined sugar daily, and was supposed to be ready to enter into operation this year.

But not only has construction been delayed. Of the six million dollars handed over to the regiment of Venezuelan Army
engineers responsible for the project, a million dollars has disappeared, according to an audit conducted in February by a
congressional commission made up entirely of ruling coalition lawmakers.

On Feb. 25, there was a new change in the leadership of the Ministry of Agriculture, when Antonio Albarran was replaced by
Elias Jaua. While no official reason was given for the move, opposition groups and media attributed it to the corruption scandal.

The Venezuelan countryside "is being injected with a strong dose of populism together with improvisation, which will doom the
campesinos to being dependent on the state," maintained Salazar. "They are being given fish, instead of being taught how to
fish." (FIN/2006)
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AGRICOLTURA:

Fao e Brasile risuscitano la riforma agraria
Mario Osava

RIO DE JANEIRO, 7 febbraio 2006 (IPS) - La seconda Conferenza internazionale sulla Riforma agraria e lo sviluppo
rurale (CIRADR), che si svolgera questa settimana nella citta di Porto Alegre, nel sud del Brasile, si apre sottolineando
il lungo esilio di queste tematiche. La prima edizione si & tenuta a Roma, 27 anni fa.

Lo scopo € quello di recuperare una “agenda congelata” negli scorsi anni "dall’egemonia neoliberista, dagli aggiustamenti
strutturali che escludevano le politiche pubbliche”, ha detto all'lPS Caio Frang¢a, consulente speciale del Ministero per lo
sviluppo agricolo brasiliano.

La conferenza € promossa dall’Organizzazione delle Nazioni Unite per I’Agricoltura e I’Alimentazione (FAO), ma ha il timbro
brasiliano non solo perché ¢ il paese che la ospita, ma anche per il ruolo avuto dal Brasile nel riscatto di questo tema.

Oltre ad aver avviato un processo di riforma agraria singolare nello scenario mondiale attuale, il Brasile ha dato un nuovo
impulso alla lotta contro la fame e la miseria, con programmi nazionali e iniziative internazionali promosse dal presidente Luiz
Inécio Lula da Silva.

Il paese promuove dagli anni '80 la redistribuzione delle terre, che negli ultimi dieci anni ha favorito I'insediamento di oltre
600.000 famiglie in piccole tenute agricole. L'amministrazione Lula ha poi ampliato I'accesso al credito per i piccoli agricoltori e
per le loro famiglie, migliorando le condizioni per la loro permanenza nelle campagne, la vendita dei loro prodotti e la loro
educazione.

Ma i movimenti contadini giudicano il processo insufficiente e troppo lento, rispetto agli oltre quattro milioni di famiglie rurali
senza terra in questo paese di oltre 184 milioni di abitanti.

Questa seconda Conferenza CIRADR nasce grazie ad una “combinazione di fattori favorevoli” e, secondo Franca, sara un
passo importante verso la “democratizzazione dell’accesso alla terra” e la promozione dello sviluppo rurale. | vertici mondiali
sull'alimentazione, lo sviluppo sostenibile, la definizione degli Obiettivi del millennio per il 2015 e le esperienze brasiliane hanno
messo al centro dell’agenda internazionale la questione della fame e i problemi ad essa legate, ha segnalato I'esperto.

Molti paesi si sono assunti questo impegno, ma “pochi hanno risposto alla sfida con politiche pubbliche”, ha sostenuto.

Nel mondo ci sono ancora 852 milioni di persone che soffrono la fame, di cui tre quarti nelle zone rurali. La cui sopravvivenza
dipende dall’accesso alla terra e da altre risorse naturali, secondo quanto evidenziato dalla FAO nell'illustrare il programma
della conferenza, che si € aperta lunedi 6 con la partecipazione del vicepresidente brasiliano José Alencar, e di diversi ministri
provenienti da altri paesi. | lavori si concluderanno venerdi 10 marzo.

Dopo tanti anni, la riforma agraria ha acquisito nuove caratteristiche, adeguandosi a diverse situazioni nazionali. Si tratta piu in
generale di assicurare I'accesso alla terra ai contadini, un problema che colpisce anche i paesi europei e che ha acquisito forza
in America Latina, con le mobilitazioni della societa civile e le risposte molto diverse dei governi.

La questione & anche strettamente legata alle norme del commercio internazionali, ha proseguito, come hanno
“drammaticamente” dimostrato alcune esperienze africane, con i disastrosi cali dei prezzi agricoli, come quelli del cotone.

L’aspettativa, anche per il governo brasiliano, & che questa seconda CIRADS approvi una Dichiarazione e un piano d'azione
che “incorporino il meglio delle conferenze mondiali sull’alimentazione e sul'ambiente”, definendo concetti, principi, priorita e
direttive per un effettivo sviluppo rurale.

Le cose piu importanti, ha dichiarato I'esperto, saranno il monitoraggio, i programmi nazionali e internazionali che si riuscira a
promuovere.
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Gli incontri saranno centrati su cinque temi principali: politiche e esperienze che hanno migliorato I'accesso dei piu poveri alle
risorse; costruzione di competenze locali; nuove opportunita di sviluppo delle comunita rurali; come combinare riforma agraria,
giustizia sociale e sviluppo sostenibile; sovranita alimentare.

Via Campesina, organizzazione mondiale con diversi enti affiliati in Brasile, avra una forte presenza nella conferenza, insieme
ad altri movimenti affini, come la Confederazione brasiliana dei lavoratori dell’agricoltura e la Federazione dei lavoratori
nell’agricoltura familiare, entrambe legate ad una centrale sindacale.

Circa 5.000 contadini si riuniranno in un campeggio situato nel parco centrale di Porto Alegre per discutere problemi e richieste,
con un incontro parallelo di organizzazioni della societa civile. Qui verra adottata una dichiarazione da presentare al CIRADS
giovedi.

Mercoledi 8 marzo, Giornata internazionale della donna, una manifestazione contadina marcera verso la sede della conferenza,
il campus dell'Universita cattolica, ha segnalato all'lPS Paulo Facioni, uno dei coordinatori di Via Campesina nello stato di Rio
Grande do Sul, di cui é capitale Porto Alegre.

In questa marcia il “simbolo dell’agrobusiness” sara I'industria della cellulosa, ha riferito, che occupa vaste aree negli stati di
Espiritu Santo e Bahia, nel centro-ovest del Brasile, e cerca di avviare grandi progetti a Rio Grande do Sul.

La produzione di cellulosa, materia prima della carta, si contrappone alla sovranita alimentare difesa dai contadini. Le imprese
acquisiscono immense aree, “sottraendo terra all’agricoltura”, per coltivare alberi esotici come I'eucalipto, ha spiegato.

“Il popolo non mangia I'eucalipto né il legno”, ha sentenziato Facioni, anche dirigente del Movimento dei lavoratori rurali senza
terra, che € in testa alle grande mobilitazioni per la riforma agraria in Brasile.

L’iniziativa della FAO di promuovere questo incontro 27 anni dopo il primo & “lodevole”, ma € insoddisfacente il modo in cui
affronta i temi agricoli e della sicurezza alimentare, ha proseguito.

Secondo il coordinatore di Via Campesina, il governo brasiliano non rispetta le promesse di una riforma agraria che trasformi la
realta rurale e la concentrazione della terra nel paese. Ma i dibattiti di Porto Alegre saranno importanti e potranno aprire la
strada agli sviluppi di questo processo, ha concluso. (FINE/2006)

http://www.ipsnotizie.it/nota.php?idnews=619

AGI ...

FAO: A PORTO ALEGRE CONFERENZA MONDIALE SU RIFORMA AGRARIA

(AGI) - Roma, 2 mar. - Una riforma globale in grado di consentire ai contadini I'accesso a risorse fondamentali, quali la terra e
l'acqua, sara' il tema della Conferenza Internazionale su Riforma agraria e Sviluppo rurale (Icaard), organizzata dalla Fao, con
I'apporto logistico e finanziario del governo brasiliano. La conferenza si terra' a Porto Alegre dal 7 al 10 marzo nella Pontificia
Universita' Cattolica di Rio Grande do Sul e sara' aperta dal presidente brasiliano Ignazio Lula da Silva.

"Mancano ormai solo dieci anni al 2015, la data fissata dalla comunita' internazionale per dimezzare il numero delle persone
che soffrono la fame nel mondo. Considerato che i piu' poveri tra i poveri sono i contadini senza terra di tutto il mondo, non sara'
possibile raggiungere gli Obiettivi di Sviluppo del Millennio se non riusciremo a trovare soluzioni per uno sviluppo rurale
sostenibile del pianeta. Si tratta di un appuntamento al quale non possiamo mancare", ha affermato Parviz Koohafkan,
segretario esecutivo dell'lcaard.

La conferenza intende promuovere alleanze tra i governi, organizzazioni contadine, istituzioni internazionali, donatori e
societa’ civile, per far si' che i piu' poveri abbiano un maggiore accesso alle risorse produttive di base. (AGI) Red/Fab 021757

http://www.agi.it/news.pl?doc=200603021758-1179-RT1-CRO-0-NF60&page=0&id=agionline.dalmondo
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Encontro revelou diver géncias entre paisesricos e pobres, avalia representante do MDA
22:32

Soensy Pimentel
Enviado especial

Porto Alegre - A 22 Conferéncia Internacional sobre Reforma Agraria e Desenvolvimento Rural, encerrada hoje
(20), n ofoi um evento "pré-forma"; explicitou conflitos entre as visdes de paises ricos e pobres, com resultados
positivos para estes, na avaliag 0 dos representantes brasileiros nadiscuss o do documento final do evento.

"A elabora¢ o do documento revelou as divergéncias e as tensdes entre os paises’, afirmou o coordenador do
Nucleo de Estudos Agrérios e Desenvolvimento Rural (Nead) do Ministério do Desenvolvimento Agrério, Caio
Galv o de Franca. "Por isso mesmo, a conferéncia produziu uma legitimidade para os temas. E do documento
apresentado pela sociedade civil, os conceitos fundamentais foram incorporados”.

Franca considera um ganho o estabel ecimento, conforme o documento, de um mandato para o Conselho de
Seguranca Alimentar dialogar com as entidades da sociedade civil internacional que discutem o conceito de
soberania alimentar. Europeus e norte-americanos recusam o conceito porque ele sobrepde, por exemplo, ao
comeércio internacional o direito de um povo a produzir seu préprio alimento — o que ameacaria a legitimidade
dos acordos internacionais de livre comércio buscados pelos paises ricos.

O principa ganho da conferéncia, avaliou o representante do MDA, foi 0 estabelecimento de uma agenda
concreta paraa discuss o dos temas dentro do calendério da FAO (Organizag o das NagBes Unidas paraa
Alimentag o eaAgricultura), além da concess o de mandato ao Conselho de Seguranca Alimentar da
organizag o para, em didogo com a sociedade civil internacional, dar seguimento ao processo iniciado na
conferéncia.

"O documento e os debates incorporam e estimulam a construg o de préticas democréticas com a participag o da
sociedade civil", disse o ministro do Desenvolvimento Agrério, Miguel Rossetto. Na entrevista coletiva de
encerramento da conferéncia, ele destacou que a presenca de 96 delegacdes internacionais significou a
representag o politica de 90% da populag o rural do mundo.

Rossetto lembrou que, durante a conferéncia, foram celebrados mais de 15 acordos de cooperag o internacional
envolvendo a FAO. Ele destacou também a meng 0o, no documento final, da existéncia de outros espacos das
negociacdes internacionais em que v o pesar as declaracdes da conferéncia, influenciando e colaborando com os
governos, como a atual rodada da Organiza¢ o Mundial do Comércio.

Ainda segundo o0 ministro, a conferéncia abre a possibilidade de estender os debates relativos aos temas do
desenvolvimento rural a outras organizacGes multilaterais, como a Organiza¢ o Internacional do Trabalho
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(OIT) — para questdes relativas ao trabalho no campo — e a Organizag o Mundial da Salde (OMS) — para
analisar, por exemplo, problemas ligados a satide do trabalhador rural.
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Rosseto e diretor da FAO fazem balanco da Confer éncia I nternacional sobre Reforma
Agraria

07:44

Brasilia- O ministro do Desenvolvimento Agrério, Miguel Rossetto, e o diretor do Departamento de
Desenvolvimento Sustentével da Organizag o das Nagfes Unidas para Alimentag o e Agricultura (FAO), Parviz
Koohafkan, d o entrevista coletiva as 15 horas na Pontificia Universidade Catdlica (PUC), em Porto Alegre.
Elesv o fazer umaavaliag o dos trabalhos da 22 Conferéncia Internacional sobre Reforma Agrariae
Desenvolvimento Rural (CIRADR). O evento, promovido pela FAO, com o apoio do Ministério do
Desenvolvimento Agrario (MDA), comecou naterca-feira (7) e termina hoje.

De manh , como parte das atividades da conferéncia, o Brasil e a Republica de Benin assinam memorando de
entendimento que prevé cooperag o bilateral nas éreas de desenvolvimento rural e agricola e para pesquisas
conjuntas de melhoramento genético de plantas de interesse comum. O documento sera firmado as 8h30 por
representantes do MDA e do Ministério da Agricultura, Pecuéria e Pesca beninense.

Logo depois (10 horas), no mesmo local, dirigentes da FAO e da Comunidade dos Paises de Lingua Portuguesa
(CPLP) assinam acordo — denominado Programa de Capacita¢ 0 Regional sobre Regime de Propriedade e

Gest o daTerrae Aspectos Legais Associados — para trabalhos de capacitag o relacionados ao registro das terras,
delimitag o de propriedades, resolug o de conflitos e aspectos juridicos.
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Democracia participativa é destaque da declaracdo final da CIRADR
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Plenario aprova relatérios finais das comissdes apds debates com sociedade

| 10/03/2006 - 15:03
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AL logra algunos avances con reforma agraria

5% % - ' #<H5<

RIO DE JANEIRO, 8 mar (Xinhuanet) -- América Latina ha logrado algunos avances con la reforma
agraria iniciada en el siglo pasado, pero la propiedad de la tierra sigue en pocas manos,
indicaron analistas.

En la Conferencia sobre Reforma Agraria y Desarrollo Rural de la Organizacion de Naciones
Unidas para la Agricultura y la Alimentacién (FAO) en la ciudad brasilefia de Porto Alegre,
los especialistas mostraron su optimismo sobre la reforma agraria.

Para el analista de sistemas de tenencia de la tierra de la organizacién internacional, Paolo
Groppo, algunas naciones latinoamericanas lograron avances "pero en todos existen problemas de
tierra antiguos y nuevos".

Sefal6é que en la década de los 60 del siglo pasado el desafio era luchar contra el latifundio, pero
actualmente los problemas son otros y las naciones latinoamericanas "tienen que equilibrarse
entre las presiones de campesinos, indios, afrodescendientes, mujeres, ecologistas y el propio
mercado”.

De acuerdo con los analistas, las reformas agrarias llevadas a cabo en las naciones
latinoamericanas en las décadas del 60 y 70, algunas sin concluir, mejoraron la situacién en el
campo, pero no lograron erradicar la pobreza.

Un documento de la FAO puesto a discusion en este tercer dia de la conferencia, sefiala que "sin
las reformas y la remocién de relaciones precapitalistas, la regién no hubiera podido lograr
el desarrollo de una agricultura moderna y competitiva a nivel internacional, ni avanzar en la
descentralizacion del Estado, la formacion de gobiernos locales y la incorporacion de millones
de personas a la condicion de ciudadanos".

Las cifras presentadas en la conferencia revelaron que la mayoria de la poblacion rural
latinoamericana se encuentra por debajo de la linea de pobreza, principalmente entre los indigenas
campesinos.

Ademas, la propiedad de la tierra aun esta concentrada en pocas manos.

Un censo agrario de las Naciones Unidas de 1990 destacé que el 46, 04 por ciento de las
propiedades rurales ocupa el 1,26 por ciento de las tierras cultivables en Argentina, Brasil, Colombia,
Perty Paraguay.

El 68 por ciento de la tierra esta en manos de soélo el 14,64 por ciento de los propietarios.

Las cifras presentadas forman parte del temario de cinco puntos que este miércoles analizaron los
asistentes a la conferencia.

Los asuntos son "Reforma agraria, justicia social y desarrollo sustentable”, "Politicas y practicas

para asegurar el acceso a la tierra y promover la reforma agraria”, la "Construcciéon de capacidades
locales para mejorar el acceso a la tierra, el agua y los insumos agrarios".

45



Ademas, "Nuevas oportunidades para fortalecer a las comunidades y los productores rurales" y la
"Soberania alimentaria y acceso a recursos".

Los participantes prepararon un texto basico por cada uno de los temas, complementados por
estudios de casos relacionados elegidos entre los presentados por Colombia, Chile, India,
Mozambique, Ruanda y Uganda.

Durante la tercera jornada de la conferencia, los representantes de unas 80 naciones asistentes
concedieron una audiencia a un grupo de mujeres de la organizacién Via Campesina.

La conferencia interrumpio sus reuniones durante 30 minutos para escuchar las exigencias de la
organizacioén, que protestaba contra la violencia, la discriminacion y la explotacién de las mujeres.

Unas 50 mujeres de las mas de 3.500 de la agrupacion que realizaron este miércoles una marcha
en Porto Alegre, fueron recibidas en el principal auditorio del encuentro de la FAO.

En un comunicado, Via Campesina sefialo que "en este Dia Internacional de la Mujer, inspiradas
por la historia de mujeres de todo el mundo que murieron en la lucha por la vida, nos
manifestamos contra todas las formas de violencia y explotacion de que somos victimas como parte
el pueblo pobre, como campesinas y como mujeres".

La agrupacion reafirmd "su compromiso con la lucha por una sociedad socialista y sin
desigualdades de clase, género y etnia".

Via Campesina participa en la conferencia de Porto Alegre como observador y como organizador
de una reunién paralela de organizaciones no gubernamentales.

Segun la agrupacion, "este 8 de marzo nos solidarizamos con las mujeres campesinas y con las
trabajadoras urbanas de todo el mundo, que sufren con las varias formas de violencia impuestas por
esta sociedad capitalista y patriarcal”.

La Conferencia Internacional sobre Reforma Agraria y Desarrollo Rural concluira el viernes 10 de
marzo. Fin
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Ninety-Six Gover nments Recognize 'Essential Role' of Agrarian Reform And Rural
Development in Fight Against Poverty - Conferencein Brazil Wraps Up With
Declaration

PanAfrica [pressrelease]: AllAfrica.com
14 March 2006

Representatives of 96 FAO member countries participating in the International Conference on
Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (ICARRD) which concluded today in Porto Alegre, Brazil
have recognized "the essential role of agrarian reform and rural development to promote sustainable
development™ of the planet.

A declaration was released at the end of the conference, which brought together 350 government
delegations and representatives of over 70 farmer- and civil-society organizations from throughout the
world.

During four days of talks, high-level government representatives, international experts and civil
society representatives worked together to identify new opportunities for rural development and to
make concrete recommendations and proposals for action.

In his message to the closing ceremony, FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf stressed some of the
main proposals and results of the Conference. "When FAO agreed to organize this Conference, we
were under no illusion that dialogue on a subject like agrarian reform would be easy. However, one of
the great results of this Conference has been the level of dialogue reached between government
representatives and members of peasantsA” and civil society organizations, laid out in acommon
vision about the importance of introducing urgent and needed changes to eradicate hunger and
poverty."

Dr. Diouf emphasized concrete results reached in the field of bilateral and multilateral cooperation,
such as the agreement signed yesterday between FAO and Portuguese-speaking countriesto build
national capacitiesin property regime- and land management and related legal issues.

In the declaration, signatory governments committed themselves to devel oping mechanisms for
dialogue and cooperation to reinforce processes of agrarian reform and rural development at national
and international levels and to establish mechanisms for periodic evaluation of progress in these areas.

Governments that signed the declaration reaffirmed that "wider, secure and sustainable accessto land,
water and other natural resources’ on which rural people depend are "essential to hunger and poverty

48



eradication, which contribute to sustainable development and should be an inherent part of national
policies."

They also reiterated their commitment to achieve the Millennium Devel opment Goal s and recognized
that "food insecurity, hunger and rural poverty often result from the imbalances in the present process
of development which hinder wider access to land, water and other natural resources and other
livelihood assets.”

To achieve these objectives, the delegates present at the conference recognized that joint action by
governments, international organizations and civil society organizationsis fundamenta. "We
emphasize that agrarian reform and rural development policies, laws and institutions must respond to
the needs and aspirations of rura people, and therefore must involve relevant stakeholdersin the
decision-making process," the declaration said.

Civil society representatives actively participated throughout the entire ICARRD process, and for the
first time in the history of FAO's international conferences participated in plenary and technical
sessions and a civil society declaration was included in the official documents of the conference.

In keeping with this spirit of collaboration, the declaration affirmed that governmental and civil
society organizations play afundamentd role in the sustainable implementation of agrarian reform and
rural development policies and recognized "the crucia role of the State to provide fair and equal
opportunities and promote basic economic security for women and men, as equal citizens."

Agrarian Reform: A Way Out of Hunger And Poverty for Millions of | mpoverished
Small Farmers

AllAfrica. PRESS RELEASE FAO
March 1, 2006

Posted to the web March 1, 2006
Rome

At the dawn of the third millennium, three-quarters of the world's 852 million men and women
suffering from hunger are found in rural areas and depend on agriculture for their survival. Most of
them are landless farmers or have such tiny or unproductive plots of land that they cannot feed their
families.

For many of these poor farmers, new devel opment opportunitiesin rural areas would alow more
equitable access to basic land and water resources while offering an escape from hunger and poverty,
noted FAO today.

In order to put these issues at the heart of the debate, FAQO is organizing next week's International
Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (ICARRD) at Porto Alegre, Brazil (7-10
March 2006) with the financial and logistical support of the Brazilian government. The conference
will take place on the campus of the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio Grande do Sul.

"We have just 10 yearsto reach 2015, the target date set by the international community to reduce by
half the number of hungry people in the world. Since the very poorest are landless farmers everywhere
it will not be possible to achieve the Millennium Development Goals unless we find sustainable
solutionsto the challenge existing in the world's rural areas. It is an appointment we cannot afford to
miss," said Parviz Koohafkan, Executive Secretary of ICARRD.
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Convinced that agrarian reform must be tailored to meet the needs of individual countries and that
there is no magic formulafor resolving global land problems, the Conference aimsto foster alliances
between governments, small farmers' organizations, international institutions, donors and civil society
as ameans of assisting the world's poorest people to gain better access to basic productive resources.

The conference opens on Monday, 6 March with the participation of Brazilian President Luiz InAjcio
Lulada Silva, who has made combating hunger and rural poverty one of his chief priorities.

FAO Director-General Dr. Jacques Diouf will aso be present at the inauguration, to which heads of
state of all Latin American countries have been invited. Jacques Diouf has urged FAO's Member
States to take an active part in ICARRD in order to identify options and opportunities for reducing
poverty and hunger in the world's rura areas.

A full agenda

ICARRD will address an ambitious programme of meetings and debates over four days revolving
around five main themes, which will be the subject of case studies and papers:

policies and experiences that have improved resource access by the poorest people;
improving local natura resource planning and management capabilities;

identifying new development opportunities to strengthen rural communities;

combining such concepts as agrarian reform, socia justice and sustainable devel opment;
the primary role of food sovereignty and its contribution to more equitabl e resource access.

These and other issues will be the subject of intense debate in the commissions, working groups and at
specia events. The Conference will conclude with afinal declaration and plan of action.

Between 6 and 9 March, aparallel forum on "Land, Territory and Dignity" will be organized by civil
society groups and attended by NGOs and small farmers' movements from around the globe.

For moreinformation on ICARRD, its agenda and documentation, please visit the web site:
www.|CARRD.org
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