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Abstract:

The term ‘Nomad’ has its roots in the colonial period of British rule and undergone drastically after the post- British independent India. The laws promulgated during and after the colonial period have affected the lives of the Nomads in India in general and Andhra Pradesh in particular. Nomads have become settled agriculturists and experienced both positive and negative results due to the laws.  In order to look at the effects of the laws, the present paper tries to argue that, the livelihoods of the Nomads, Sugalis, have drastically changed and resulted them as ‘migrants’ and ‘isolated community’ in the study settlement. 

The present paper is an outcome of the study undertaken in Sugalis settlement in Adadakulapalle village of Penukonda Mandal of Anantapur District of Andhra Pradesh, India. It also tries to explain how the Sugalis have transformed from ‘Nomads’ to ‘Settled agriculturists’ and then to ‘Migrants’ in the study settlement. It further delineates the factors responsible for the shifts in their occupation and how the shifts have affected their lives and livelihoods in the study settlement.    
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