International Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (ICARRD)

New challenges and opportunities for revitalizing rural communities 

Meeting with NGOs/CSOs in Preparation to the Steering Committee Meeting

Wednesday, 7 December 2005 11:30 – 13:00
 Room B-512, Mr. Koohafkan’s office
Record of the Meeting

	Attendance:

FAO-ICARRD Executive Secretariat:

Parviz Koohafkan, Director, SDA, Executive Secretary of the ICARRD Secretariat; 
Jenny Dey De Pryck, SDAR

Paul Munro-Faure, SDAA

Paul Mathieu, SDAA

Adriana Herrera, SDAA


Thomas Price, Senior Programme Officer, Civil Society Cooperation, TCDS
Rosalud de la Rosa, SDAD/ICARRD Secretariat 

NGOs/CSOs


Beatrice Gasco Verdier, IPC




1 Mr. Parviz Koohafkan, Executive Secretary of ICARRD, opened the meeting. He presented the Report of the 4th Steering Committee held last 14 November 2005 and the Agenda of the 5th Steering Committee Meeting.
2 Mr. Koohafkan reminded the group to reflect on how to engage private sectors similar to the types of operations like the Business Council for Sustainable Development.
3 Ms. Gasco provided a briefing of her meetings in Brazil with social organizations, ministers and ICARRD Brazilian committee members. She highlighted the role of IPC in facilitating the International NGO Forum process which was well received with enthusiasm and support from those people she met. A mechanism for a “quota system” per region was set-up for a total of 400 participants at the International NGO Forum which will be decided by social organizations themselves. She expressed concerns regarding the timing of available resources, which is slow. She gave an estimate of US$2,000 per participant budget, with a total of US$800,000.  Regarding organization of the NGO Forum, it will be ensured that there will be a balance of participation across regions, identification of common issues, few plenary meetings, more working groups and evening open plenary meetings to accommodate the Brazilians and other Latin American participants. They will start one day before ICARRD and also end one prior to ICARRD, 6-9 March 2006.   
4 Mr. Koohafkan commented on the shortness of resources as well for the ICARRD secretariat for the organization of the whole conference.
5 Mr. Koohafkan will clarify with Mr. Jefferson the floor plan to ensure exact locations, exact rooms available and access.
6 The update of the Terms of Reference for the Issue Paper to be authored by Peter Rosset with contributions from ROPPA , CENESTA and FIAN was discussed.
7 Mr. Koohafkan invited Ms. Gasco to attend the forthcoming Steering Committee meeting to present the outcome of her meetings in Brazil. 
8 
a. 
i. 
ii. 
b. 
i. 
c. 
i. 
ii. 
iii. 
d. 
i. 
e. 
i. 
ii. 
iii. 
f. 
i. 
ii. 










PAGE  
1

