POLITICAL STATEMENT OF PEOPLE ORGANIZATION IN INDONESIA 

TOWARD 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AGRARIAN REFORM AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT (ICARRD)

On February 15th -20th  2006 we  the organizations of peasants, fisher folks, indigenous people’s, youths, student movement are : Konsorsium Pembaruan Agraria / Consortium for Agrarian Reform (KPA), Federasi Serikat Petani Indonesia/ Federation of Indonesian Peasants Union (FSPI), Aliansi Gerakan Reforma Agraria/Agrarian Movement Alliance (AGRA), Serikat Tani Nasional/National peasant Union (STN), Aliansi Petani Indonesia/Indonesian Peasants Union (API), Dewan Tani Indonesia / Indonesian Peasant Council (DTI), Serikat Tani Independen / Independence of Peasant Union (SEKTI), Barisan Perjuangan Rakyat Penunggu Indonesia / Indigenous People Struggling of Indonesia (BPRPI), Persaudaraan Warga Tani / Peasants Brotherhood/PEWARTA, Front Mahasiwa Nasional / National Students Front (FMN) Front Perjuangan Pemuda Indonesia / Indonesian Youth Struggling Front (FPPI), Liga Mahasiswa Nasionalis Demokratik / National League of Democratic Student, Gerakan Mahasiswa Jabodetabek / Jakarta’s Student Movement (GMJ), and others held the conference of people’s organization to response the ICARRD  on Porto Allegre, Brazil in 7th –10th March 2006. 
Remembering, on 1979, Food and Agriculture Organizations (FAO) held a World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (WCARRD), on that conference the member of states have signed Peasants Charter that contains a commitment to realize the Agrarian Reform and Rural Development. On that charter, the member of states also has a duty to give a progress report every two years to the FAO. Indonesia on that conference is the one of big delegation and also signed this commitment.
Agrarian Reform in Indonesia is an old program; it does not a new thing. The agrarian Reform is one of the action programs to realize the national independence purposes. An emerged of Basic Law of Agrarian (UUPA) 1960 is an effort to realize that independence purpose. Clauses in UUPA have a must to the government to operate Agrarian Reform, such as in chapter 6, 7, 10, 11, 13 and 17. 
According to that law, the agrarian reform is an obligation of the national government. But the reality in Indonesia, but until now the national government did not do the program of the agrarian reform, even yet. Since UUPA ruled, through the emerged of Soeharto’s government until the now manipulating and abusing of this law become deeper and deeper with an emerged of sectoral law as Forestry Law, Mining Law, Foreign Investment Law, Water Resources Law, Plantation Law, National Conservation Law. The all of this law are contra to the agrarian reform spirits.

We know, no realization of the agrarian reform by the government has caused some central things. First, deep and large poverty growth in to people sectors that relate with agrarian sector. That why many efforts and rural development projects failed. So that we can see,  clearly, a centre area of poverty, mal nutrion, hunger in Indonesia is in rural area. Second, inequality in land ownership and land tenure in Indonesia has increasing the problem of un-employment, urbanization, urban poor and slum area, migrant workers and increasing of the landless peasants.

Third, the increasing of agrarian conflict. In 1970-2001 KPA noted 1753 structural agrarian cases. That conflict also caused other cases such us arresting, kidnappings, criminalization, murder, and other repressive action to the people who struggle to the agrarian reform.
Fourth, the state has against the human rights. Especially the state obligation to protect and to fulfill people rights on agrarian as guarantee and containing in ECOSOC Covenant that was ratified Indonesian Government.

Since the new order regime, rural development in economic was arrange to support industrial development and urban area with the cheap food of politic, export orientations politic in agriculture development that ruled by TNC and MNC, and cheap workers. In development of political structure  the original of democratic socieatal as local genuine in rural area has eliminated by the regime. 

We know, until now, the government has not a political will to realization of the agrarian reform in Indonesia 
We know this conference will be held on diferent of situation and context of the international politic and international economic. However the world situations according to the WCARRD on 1979 was changed. Through the 25th aniversary of the WCARRD/ICARRD in Porto Alegre, Brazil 7-10 March; and the Indonesian government attend there; We won’t this conference as an effort to take the legitimitation of the agrarian reform and rural development that designed by Worl Bank, WTO and IMF. 

We have a comitment to the genuine of agrarian reform as the only way to realize the equal and justice of the agrarian structure. The programs of the genuine of  agrarian reform are: Landreform program especially land to the tiller and land to the landless peasant and small holders land, management of productions, and to realize the market that fair, protecting and justice to the people.   
This genuine agrarian reform would remove gap between  rural and urban, industry and agriculture, to bring up  a strong national industry and a more democratic people.  

Based on above opinion, with all of consciousness we to herewith force:

1. To refuse  International Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (ICARRD)  when it is merely used to legitimate efforts for land market and rural development  which is not to take sides to  the people

2. The government of Indonesia to immediately run for  genuine agrarian reform for food sovereignty and social justice for the whole people of Indonesia

3. For the government of Indonesia to immediately resolve agrarian conflict  with mainly prioritize its sides and justice to the peasant, fisher folk and indigenous people

4. For the state to get rid all regulation and  acts that contrary to genuine agrarian reform and for implementation of  basic agrarian law 1960 consequently 

And we  are speaking out  to all element of organization of peasant, fisher folk, indigenous people, youth, students and people of urban poor to unite  their power  for implementation of genuine agrarian reform.  

Jakarta-Indonesia,  19-20 February 2006.
