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I. INTRODUCTION

Agriculture is the fulcrum of Tanzanian economy.  More than 80% of Tanzanian population depends on agriculture for their livelihood.  Agriculture contributes 46% to the Country’s GDP and about 60% of foreign exchange.  The industrial sector also to a large extent depends on agriculture for its raw materials.  Tanzania has 44 million hectares of land suitable for crop production out of which only 10.8 million hectares are under cultivation.  The Country also has about 60 million hectares of land suitable for livestock keeping.  Generally, there is ample land suitable for crop and animal production which is not or is under utilized.
Land holdings average 0.2 to 2 hectares per household. Limitation in availability and access to modern technology is a major obstacle to expansion of land under crop cultivation.  For example, 70% of farmers still use a hand hoe for tilling the land, 20% use animal draught ploughs and only 10% use tractors.  


Irrigation technology, despite its potential in raising production, and its subsequent contribution in reducing poverty, is still underdeveloped.  Tanzania has about 29.4 million hectares of land suitable for irrigation.  Out of these, 2.3 million hectares have a high development potential, 4.8 million hectares medium and 22.3 million hectares low irrigation development potential.  However, only 250,000 hectares of land are currently under irrigation.

Of recent Tanzania has begun to aggressively promote medium and large scale commercial farming. Plans are underway to mobilize resources for irrigation development and mechanical farming.  This move will inevitably affect land ownership, environmental management and Rural development initiatives.  Given the size and importance of the agricultural sector in the Tanzanian economic and social development initiatives, this sector will continue to drive all agrarian and rural development strategies.
II
Agrarian Transformation in  Tanzania

Agrarian transformation was initiated in Tanzania in 1967 under what is known as the Arusha Declaration.  The declaration emphasized communal ownership of land and nationalized large farms and put them under Government agencies known as parastatals. 
As part of the implementation of the Arusha declaration, a programme known as villegization was initiated in 1973. As a result of this exercise, about 55% of the population was resettled into organized villages.  Land use in those villages was a mix between individual and communal or block farming.  Resettlement schemes were initiated in a quest to improve provision of economic and social services to the majority of the people.

Despite the good intentions, the villegisation programme, coupled with limited resources, created uncertainty on land tenure as there was fear of possible relocation.  This reduced investments and conservation of land.  Moreover, as time went by, several other problems surfaced.  These include,

· High demand for grazing land
· Environmental concerns as a result of land degradation,

· Increase in conflicts between crop farmers and livestock keepers

· Development of land market which created fears of land grabbing by rich people at the expense of the poor and the likely subsequent conflicts.  The Government saw a need to control land transactions.

· Women concerns about skewed land ownership in favour of men,

· Concerns by investors and financial institutions over the need to have land as collateral.

· Development and expansion of urban areas which necessitated creation of a framework for access to land and its subsequent use.

· Population pressure which created land conflict in some areas and therefore called for a policy and legal framework to guide acquisition and use of land.
III.
The National Land Policy

Tanzania’s first land policy was formulated by the Government in 1995.  The Policy aims include;

· Ensuring fair land acquisition and ownership,
· Providing an avenue for every Tanzanian citizen to access  and own land,

· Ensuring existing rights to land, particularly of those who are owning land without legal documents, are given legal status,

· Putting limits to the amount of land that can be owned by an individual,

· Improving and clarifying the way land is to be managed and how disputes over land can be resolved and,

· Ensuring proper management of land and its conservation.

IV.
Land Ownership in Tanzania

All land in Tanzania is held in trust by the President on behalf of all Tanzanians and is therefore public property.  In order to ensure higher security of land tenure, Tanzania has three laws, namely, the Land Act No. 4 of 1999, Village Land Act No. 5 of 1999 and the Land Disputes   Act No. 2 0f 2002.  The general purpose of these laws is to make sure that the land policy objectives are achieved.
V.
Types of Land Ownership

There are three types of land Ownership;

1. Reserved land:  Land under wildlife, forests, national parks etc.

2. Village land:
all land inside the boundaries of villages.  Village councils and assemblies have the power, through the Village Land Act, to oversee the distribution and management of village land.

3. General land:  land under the management of the Commission of Lands.

VI.
Land management and Administration

Despite the existence of the Land Policy and Land Laws, some problems still persist.  These include;
1. Lack of awareness about the existence of the policy and land laws by most land users, particularly farmers (crops) and livestock keepers.  This has resulted into intermittent conflicts among the two communities in some areas of the Country.
2. Mismanagement of land and water resources.

3. Land rights are extended to those who already have land.  There is no proper guidelines and arrangements on how the landless, especially the  youth can acquire land.

4. No land banks or institution to provide information on land availability for those in need, except for large investors.

5. No financial institutions established, specifically to support farmers or extend credit to farmers to enable them to develop land,

6. Lack of improved technology affects land management. For example, cutting trees for tobacco curing.

VII.
The Way Forward

Access to land, its ownership and management are vital to achieving the millennium goals for eradicating poverty, hunger, achieving gender equality and environmental conservation.  Despite the importance of this Conference, we propose that the following be done to achieve the intended objectives;
1. A strategy has to be drawn to ensure that Regional Groupings such as the African Union, SADC, East African Community and ECOWAS incorporate the Agrarian reform agenda into their various Initiatives.   For example, Agrarian reform agenda should be ONE of the PILLARS of the Comprehensive African Agriculture Plan – CAADP.

2. The is a need to form a team of experts which will work with the Regional Groupings to incorporate into/ harmonize various Initiatives so as to avoid overlapping and waste of resources.  For example, the AU has the CAADP, SADC has the Regional Indicative Strategic Development Plan – RIISDP and the East African Community has Policies for Agriculture and Food Security, Rural development and Environmental Management.  

3. There is a new wind of change towards changing Investment strategy in Agriculture citing some failures in the Green Revolution.  It is a well known fact that Africa was not part or did not benefit from the Green Revolution.  This implies that, problems which are faced by countries in the Green Revolution Belt may be different from those experienced by African Countries. There is a need therefore to develop a different strategy for Investing in African Agriculture.  Let that strategy recognize take into account what has been achieved under NEPAD/CAADP.
4. Tanzania is currently reviewing its Agricultural Policy.  Agrarian Reform agenda will be given due weight in the Policy formulation process. The Tanzania Government has also formulated the Strategic Plan for Implementation of the Land Laws (SPILL) which is aimed at ensuring security of land tenure for land owners and users.  Agrarian reform will be taken on board during the implementation of this plan.

We do understand that land reforms/ agrarian reforms are inherently long term undertakings. We need to have a mechanism in place which will ensure that the envisaged reforms are sustained and that they will benefit the intended target group, the poor.  This is a challenge for the International community, Regional Groupings and Our Governments.

The Future looks Bright, but, if and if only, we work together to sustain this initiative which has been with as for decades if not centuries.
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