Guidelines for Government National Reporting 
Background

The FAO Council at its 128th Session in June 2005 unanimously approved the proposal to organize an “International Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (ICARRD): New challenges and options for revitalizing rural communities” to be hosted by Brazil. ICARRD is scheduled for 7-10 March 2006.

The objectives of ICARRD are:
· To promote understanding, learning and constructive dialogue to address agrarian reform, sustainable rural development, and rural poverty issues through the creation of a lasting platform of monitoring and evaluation of best policies and practices and the progress on agrarian reform and rural development;
· Sharing experiences, fostering recognition, improved willingness, and concrete actions by the international community, governments, producer organizations, civil society organizations, and others to enhance international cooperation and promote more equitable, transparent and accountable access to land and natural resources. 
ICARRD will address the following themes:
1. Policies and practices for securing and improving access to land by the poor and promoting agrarian reform to alleviate poverty and hunger.  This theme would address topics such as:
a. access for whom (i.e. landless labourers, women, elderly, indigenous peoples, pastoralists, small and marginal farmers, etc).
b. access to what type of resources in different socio-economic and agro-ecological contexts (i.e. physical resources, financial resources, education/training, social resources; the meaning of land as a multidimensional asset, etc); 
c. the nature of access (i.e. how to secure tenure rights; how to develop flexible, self-maintaining systems; how to support mutually supportive relationships between formal and informal property rights systems; how to foster socially, economically, and environmentally appropriate territorial development; the role of governments, communities, markets, and others in these processes, etc.)
2. Building capacity to improve access to land, water, agricultural inputs and agrarian services to promote sustainable natural resources management and rural development.  The theme would address topics such as:

a. capacity of governments at central, regional and local levels, to design and implement improved pro-poor policies, legislation, land administration, and services (infrastructure, transportation, extension, training, production inputs, markets, communications, information);  improving the relationship between local and central levels, to protect the rights of the more marginalised groups and fostering trust, and social legitimacy; 

b. capacity/empowerment of the rural communities  to contribute to government policies and private sector services, to respond to trends for sustainable management of resources, to determine their own solutions, and to develop partnerships and other mechanisms that capitalize upon existing human, natural, cultural, financial, and territorial resources;
c. capacity of all actors for integrated planning and management of land and water resources and to monitor and evaluate changes in their state and access to these resources.
3. New opportunities to strengthen rural producers and communities - Facilitating people’s choices in rural development would include identification of:

a. contributions of family farming to economic growth, conservation of agricultural heritage  and sustainable rural development;
b. rural assets and complementarities of rural/urban development through integrated planning and management of land and water resources; 
c. roles of diversity and diversification in income generation, poverty reduction and economic growth;
d. improved strategies for pro-poor investment in rural areas;
e. insurance and credit policies for disaster risk management to protect income failure, rural poor and vulnerable groups and as support for development of property markets;
f. urban-rural linkages and roles of new rural cities in sustainable development.
The National Reports 
One of the outcomes of ICARRD will be an agreed upon range of best policies and practices and lessons learned on Agrarian Reform and rural development as identified by member governments, civil society organizations and other stakeholders. The identification of successful policies and practice will serve to promote priority actions, partnerships and international cooperation in support of more equitable, transparent and accountable access to land, water, other natural resources, agricultural inputs and rural support services.  FAO invites governments and other stakeholders to participate in this process of sharing best policies and practices by submitting a National Report.
Guidelines for National Reporting
The goal of the National Reports is to provide a space for your country to reflect upon its experiences in improving access to natural resources, in particular land and water as part of a rural development strategy.  FAO invites you to share concrete lessons your country has learned in developing and implementing activities in the thematic areas of the conference (please see below).  FAO strongly encourage governments and civil society to organize dialogues whereby major stakeholders can meet, discuss experiences in the thematic areas and identify common sets of best practices and lessons learned.  Depending on national circumstances, it may not be possible to come to a full agreement on these lessons, however, it is important to foster dialogue with diverse interest groups on these issues and report on agreements as well as differences.  The goal of this process is to encourage and support dialogue for effective actions and identify innovative solutions where action has been weak or ineffective.  
The following is a suggested outline for your country’s national report:

I. Description of policies and strategies during the last ten years in any or all of the three thematic areas of ICARRD:
A. Policies and programmes for agrarian reform and rural development to secure and improving access to land;

B. Approaches and methods for building capacity to improve access to land, water, agricultural inputs and agrarian services;

C. New opportunities and innovative mechanisms to strengthen rural producers and communities - Facilitating people’s choices in rural development 

II. Relationship of programmes to broader developmental and social goals (such as: improving sustainable rural development, or supporting the empowerment of rural women and other vulnerable groups).
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III. Results / lessons learned.  Please describe the achievements of these programmes during the last ten years and the main lessons, both positive and negative, which can be shared with others.


IV. Current and New Priorities.  Please describe your country’s main priorities in the thematic areas during the next ten years, particularly as they relate to new social, economic and environmental challenges. 

 Report on major government policies and legislative undertakings that have facilitated more equitable access to land and water resources as well as securing the rights of marginal groups, women and indigenous communities (including facts and figures).





Describe rural development strategies that have reduced poverty and contributed to sustainable natural resources management and facilitated rural community’s empowerment.





For example, have you participated in any regional or international fora / mechanisms where you have been able to interact and share lessons with other countries on these themes?  What were the results of such interactions?


Describe any prior information exchanges with other countries, partnership buildings and cooperation with other countries and examples of innovative South-South and North-South cooperation.








Some examples of social and economic challenges which you might want to elaborate on are:


changing demographic trends and rural-urban dynamics


Natural resources degradation and marginalization of poor groups and poor regions


the rise of the HIV/AIDS epidemic and feminization of agriculture


Examples of opportunities could include:


Development of trade and market opportunities


Diversification of rural income and niche market opportunities 


Territorial development and eco-labelling, eco-tourism, ...





Elaborate on how your activities in access to land and other natural resources relate to other national goals.  





For example, activities promoting joint-titling for couples, credit banks for rural women, all assist rural women gain greater secure access to land and agricultural inputs, thus improving their socio-economic standing, participation in society and their families’ overall security.
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