Draft Minutes of the 3rd Meeting of the FAO-IFAD-IPC Working Group on ICARRD Follow-up

6 September 2006, 15:00-16:45, FAO, Room B-503

Present:

FAO 
Parviz Koohafkan (Rural Development Division/SDA)

Paul Munro-Faure (Land Tenure Service/SDAA)

Paolo Groppo (Land Tenure Service/SDAA)

Adriana Herrera (Land Tenure Service/SDAA)

Nuria Felipe (SDAD, Communications)

Stefano Burchi (Development Law Office/LEGN)

Thomas Price (Office of WFS Follow-up and Alliances/Office of Director/OFAD and Technical Cooperation Department/TCDS)

IFAD

Atiqur Rahman (International Fund for Agricultural Development/IFAD)

CSOs

Beatriz Gasco (The International NGO/CSO Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty/IPC)

Sofia Monsalve (FoodFirst Information and Action Network/FIAN International)

1. Mr. Koohafkan (Chair) welcomed the participants and presented the main items for the discussion.

2. The first item in the agenda was to take a final decision on the name of this working group. Mr Koohafkan recalled that, initially, the group had been named “FAO-IFAD-IPC joint Working Group on ICARRD Follow-up but the civil society organizations represented by the IPC had raised concern about the implications of the term ‘joint’. Ms Monsalve explained that the term “interface working group’ would translate better the civil society expectations around this working group. After some deliberations, the participants agreed on the IPC proposal.
3. Then Mr. Koohafkan asked Paolo Groppo to make a quick brief on the previous meetings for the new attendants. Mr. Groppo remembered that during the first and second meeting the possibility for other organizations such as the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the International Land Coalition (ILC) to participate in the working group was raised. However, participants had mostly supported the idea of consolidating first the collaboration among the three initial partners in order to get some concrete results. So it was agreed that for the time being, the Interface group will not increase the number of constituencies.
4. Following, participants were reminded of a series of concrete tasks agreed and assigned during the first meeting, i.e.: preparation of a draft proposal for a Special Initiative on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (SPI- ARRD) and mobilization of additional resources for the ICARRD follow-up process.
5. Regarding SPI- ARRD, Mr. Groppo said that he had prepared a first proposal which had been internally circulated for comments. Ms Gasco added that IPC was also working on a draft proposal, thanks to the financial support of IFAD, and they will circulate it soon for discussion. Mr. Koohafkan mentioned that this SPI- ARRD proposal could be a concrete initiative to gather consensus and support from donors during the next FAO Committee for Food Security, to be held last week of October 2006. It was agreed to fix a deadline (3 weeks from the date of the meeting) for IFAD, IPC and FAO internal Policy and Technical panel to send comments, in order to discuss it during next meeting of the Interface group.
6. On the issue of resources mobilization, Mr. Groppo informed that, after the Presentation done to Permanent Representative on ICARRD outcomes, some Latin American Perm Rep proposed to continue the discussion (involving also IFAD and IPC) and an informal meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday 20 September to explore ways for collaboration in the ICARRD follow-up phase. The IPC representatives said that they have already contacted other donors, including Germany, Austria and Norway. Ms Gasco also mentioned a fundraising mission to Spain in the incoming weeks. Mr Rahman said that the forthcoming IFAD Executive Board meeting, scheduled for 13-14 September, could be also a good opportunity for discussing these issues with IFAD donor countries.
7. Next point in the agenda was to define the contents of the new data base on AR and RD initiatives to be created and placed in the ICARRD website. Ms Monsalve explained that this data base will be very useful to provide information on the on-going projects and initiatives that FAO and IFAD have in the field for information of grassroots organizations and also for monitoring the effective implementation of ICARRD principles in the UN organization activities. It was agreed that a draft proposal for contents of this data base would be circulated soon for discussion.
8. Finally, IPC expressed its concerns about the uncertain situation of the SDA Division in the context of the proposed FAO reform and its implications for the follow up of ICARRD. In concrete, Ms Monsalve said that they may be a risk to loose the opportunity for institutionalizing ICARRD recommendations in FAO normative and field activities and consequently loose the momentum created by the conference. In this regard, she wondered what should be the wisest way to move forward with the follow –up initiatives. Mr. Koohafkan shared IPC’s concern but he said that being too cautions may mean loose effectively the momentum created by the Conference. Therefore, he advised to go ahead with concrete proposals for discussion with partners and donors. In this regard, he launched the proposal of creating a SPI-ARRD Technical Secretariat, shared on equal basis with ICARRD main partners, particularly IFAD. The revised version of the SPI-ARRD will include a further reflection on this component. 
9. Next Meeting: It was agreed to hold the next meeting on Tuesday 3rd October 2006, afternoon, at FAO HQ. 
PAGE  
2

