Minutes of the 2nd Meeting of the FAO-IFAD-IPC Working Group on ICARRD Follow-up
27 July 2006, 10:00-11:30, FAO, Room B-503
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Apologies received
1.
 Ms. Jennie Dey de Pryck (chair) welcomed the participants who then introduced themselves. 


Update on the last meeting, 10 July 2006, and adoption of the minutes  
2.
Ms. Rosalud de la Rosa (on behalf of Paolo Groppo who was unable to attend) presented the minutes of the last meeting, noting that the comments made by the Legal Office (LEGN) had been integrated in para. 4.4. She also mentioned the request of FIAN International (a civil society partner) to change the name of the working group to: FAO-IFAD-IPC Interface Working Group on Land. 

3.
After discussion of the pros and cons, it was agreed that the Working Group was foreseen as a mechanism for addressing the broad issues of ICARRD follow-up. While the issue of land is certainly very critical, it is nonetheless one among several major issues for ICARRD follow-up. It was thus agreed that it would be more appropriate to retain the original broader name: FAO-IFAD-IPC Working Group on ICARRD Follow-up. It was also recognized that while FAO, IFAD and IPC were the major, founding partners in the Working Group, it may be appropriate to consider future membership by other stakeholders e.g. the International Land Coalition and constituencies of the International Alliance Against Hunger (IAAH)).
4.
As SDW had not been able to provide its contribution on topics discussed in the previous meeting of 10th July, it was agreed that SDW would submit inputs and proposals to the Working Group. 
ICARRD Website:  www.icarrd.org

5.
Nuria Felipe presented the revitalized ICARRD website (launched on 26 July), to which new sections have been added on the Outcomes of ICARRD, ICARRD Follow-up and a Database on AR and RD initiatives around the world. Some of the earlier material on the website had been reorganized in the new sections.  The Database was added to the website on the suggestion of the civil society participants in the 10 July Working Group meeting, but has not yet been developed.  She noted that there is thus a need to define the information “content” for the new Database section and the section on ICARRD Follow-up dealing with national level projects and activities.
 
6.
Participants underlined the need to agree on criteria for selecting projects and activities to be posted in the ICARRD Follow-up section and particularly in the Database section, and on clarifying the relationship between the two sections so as to avoid duplication. 

7.
With regard to the Database, it was noted that FAO and IFAD alone are implementing a large number of projects and programmes relevant to AR & RD.  It would be a major task to assemble and regularly update information on these and on similar projects undertaken by other UN, bilateral and multilateral agencies and CSOs, and is likely to result in considerable duplication.  It was suggested that another approach could be to report on selected “best practices”, but again issues of criteria for their selection and the resources available to extract and analyze such practices would be paramount.  

8.
It was also noted that the draft document on the Outcome of and FAO Follow-up to ICARRD to be presented to Council in November 2006 referred (para. 31 (ii)) to the development of a database on AR & RD in the context of developing ICARRD-related indicators and monitoring processes (and not a database of projects or programmes). 

9.
With regard to the ICARRD Follow-up section dealing with national level activities, participants questioned whether the selection criteria would cover only those partnership initiatives that were signed at ICARRD and/or other on-going or pipeline initiatives by FAO and other partner organizations that are relevant to ICARRD principles and commitments. 

10.
In conclusion, it was agreed that further reflection was needed on the purpose of these two sections, their potential users, and the criteria for selection of information to be posted (taking into account development, maintenance and translation costs). The secretariat was requested to provide clarification on these issues and proposals for further developing these sections for a more in-depth discussion at a future Working Group meeting.

Draft working sheet on criteria and entry points for selecting potential countries working towards a social dialogue on AR & RD 
11.
Ms. de la Rosa presented a draft working sheet on criteria and entry points that she had drawn up following the 10 July Working Group meeting which had agreed to start considering which countries might be most interested in participating in the core ICARRD follow-up. At the 10 July meeting Mr. Koohafkan had suggested examining the 29 countries that had participated in ICARRD national thematic dialogues and case studies during the ICARRD preparatory phase.  Recent discussions with IFAD’s Latin America Division had also started identifying countries in which IFAD, FAO and the IPC were undertaking or planning complementary supportive activities, such as Guatemala. These ongoing or proposed activities will eventually be included in the Special Initiative that is now being developed, subject to the agreement of the FAO Council in November 2006.
12.
In the ensuing discussion it was noted that the references to the Special Initiative in the Draft Report on the Outcome of and FAO Follow-up to ICARRD (to be submitted to the FAO Council in November 2006) focused on the Special Initiative’s support for national dialogues on AR and RD, with no mention of technical assistance in these areas.

13.
The secretariat was asked to clarify in a subsequent Working Group meeting whether activities in the proposed Special Initiative would focus only on advocacy and social (policy) dialogue.  Views were expressed, however, that policy dialogue cannot be divorced from technical issues. 

14.
It was also noted that the case studies and national dialogues were undertaken during the ICARRD preparatory process with certain local stakeholders and FAO facilitation, and that national ownership of the process may or may not be forthcoming for up scaling in a post-ICARRD follow-up programme. It was thus suggested that while developing the criteria for selecting countries to participate in the Special Initiative, due weight be given to the presence of essential “enabling conditions” such as an appropriate political and economic environment. 

15.
It was also noted that the International Land Coalition (ILC), with which both FAO and IFAD conduct joint activities, has considerable experience related to social dialogue at the national level.  It was suggested that there was a need to review the question of the ILC’s membership in the Working Group, an issue that would be best handled by the ICARRD Executive Secretary. However, it was noted that in principle there is no reason for their exclusion.
16.
In conclusion, it was agreed that while further reflection on the purpose, modalities and funding for the Special Initiative as a mechanism for ICARRD follow-up was needed, actual implementation would need to await the decision of the FAO Council whose approval was being sought for the launching of the Initiative.

Preparations for the Committee on World Food Security (CFS)
17.
In introducing this item, Mr. Thomas Price informed participants that the CFS (scheduled for late September) would be postponed to 30 October – 4 November 2006 (with a break on 1 November which is an official holiday).  He explained the structure of the CFS, highlighting that the Special Forum celebrating the World Food Summit +10 would be an integral part of the CFS.  Comprising multi-stakeholder dialogues, the Special Forum will have four sessions, including one on Agrarian Reform and Food Security.  The latter is under the technical responsibility of Mr. Koohafkan/SDA. The proposed members of the panel include: 2 governments (Ambassador Perri (Brazil) and Mr. Mamalo (Niger)); 3 CSOs (Saul Vicente (International Indian Treaty Council); and two panelists to be identified from the Landless People’s Movement, South Africa, and the Fisher folks in Asia; one UN organization (Ms. Gunilla Olsson, IFAD).

18.
The secretariat will have to prepare, in collaboration with the Working Group: 

· 3 – 4 key questions to animate the panelists’ initial 10 minute presentations and subsequent discussion
· a brief issues paper, linked to the 3-4 key questions  

There will also be opportunities for Side Events during the Special Forum.

Next Meeting
19.
It was agreed to hold the next meeting at the end of August at FAO HQ. 
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