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ICARRD Special Thematic Session
Optimization of agricultural production while protecting natural ecosystems: the case of Southern Brazil
Session organized by The Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS)

Faculdade de Agronomia 

Wednesday 8 March from 19h15 to 20h45, Meeting Room A
Topics discussed: 

> Scientific parameters set to measure grassland productivity and foster access to land and agricultural production in the South American Campos Biome

> Consequences on natural grasslands ecosystems

Panellists:
> Paulo C. de F. Carvalho, UFRGS, Brazil

> Carlos Nabinger, UFRGS, Brazil

> Empresa Brasileira de Pesquisa Agropecuária - Embrapa 

> Fundação Estadual de Pesquisa Agropecuária - Fepagro 

> Instituto Nacional de Colonização e Reforma Agrária – INCRA-

> Stella Maris Altuve, Instituto Nacional de Tecnología Agropecuaria (INTA), Argentina
Report on the Session
The thematic session has been opened by Prof. Paulo César De Faccio Carvalho, Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS), who presented a thematic issue paper on Access to land, livestock production and ecosystem conservation in the Brazilian Campos Biome: the natural grasslands dilemma. The Prof. Carlos Nabinger, Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS), spoke about the same theme focusing on the UFRGS point of view. His speech was followed by the intervention of Dr. Teresa Cristina Moraes Genro, Empresa Brasileira de Pesquisa Agropecuária (EMBRAPA), who showed a view from EMBRAPA concerning the same subject. 
Dr. Zélia Maria de Souza Castilhos, Fundação Estadual de Pesquisa Agropecuária (FEPAGRO), centered her speech on the animal production with environmental responsibility. Afterwards, Dr. Leonardo Melgrejo, Instituto Nacional de Reforma Agraria (INCRA), presented INCRA point of view on access to land, livestock production and ecosystem conservation in the Brazilian Campos Biome. 
At last, Dr. Stella Maria Altuve, Instituto Nacional de Tecnología Agropecuaria, focused her intervention on the actual situation and the strategies for livestock production in Campos region grassland system in Argentina and Uruguay.
In their presentations all the speakers agreed concerning the following points: 
1) the ecosystem services of Campos Biome must be preserved; 

2) the use of stocking rate to measure productivity in grassland sensitive areas is not adequate. Consequently, the legislation concerning access to land in grasslands need to be changed incorporating new environmental guidelines;

 3) the expansion of the agricultural border (mainly cash crops, forestation) is threatening Campos biome.
In his speech, INCRA representative didn’t agree in changing legislation. Moreover, he didn’t recognize overgrazing because in that case ranchers would be conscious of the problem. Only scientific institutions agreed that set stocking rates are too high. According to INCRA representative, the position of panelists is not favorable to Agrarian Reform.
The debate which developed after the speeches was attended by 45 participants and was moderated by Mrs Caterina Batello from FAO. The main points raised from the discussion were the existing technology to increase stocking rate in natural grasslands while maintaining sustainability. Moreover, the need to modify the actual legislation was highlighted. It was also observed that not all points of view were represented by speakers. 
Recommendations

There is a strong need of public action through laws, regulations, and enforcement schemes in order to establish regulatory rules for land use. A proactive action to cope with environmental problems regarding the expansion of agricultural border is also necessary. A conservation-oriented approach should adjust the access to land in natural resources. Moreover, sharing of information and knowledge could be a useful tool to improve livestock production and ecosystem conservation in Campos biome. Regional projects concerning territorial regulation and sustainable use of natural resources should be developed.
Follow-up: An E-conference could be organized to continue the debate concerning the rural development for Campos biome.
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