[image: image1.png]A vision for the future




ICARRD Special Thematic Session
Building a cooperation network through the LEADER approach

Session organized by The Spanish Network for Rural Development (REDR)
in cooperation with The European Leader Association for Rural Development (ELARD)

Friday 10 March from 13h00 to 14h30, Meeting Room B
Topics discussed: 

> How to cooperate from local to international level through the “bottom-up” approach of the LEADER Initiative

> How to build up regional, national, and international (European and Latin American) Networks to strengthen civil society and promote multi-national exchanges in rural development 

Panellists:
> President and the Secretary of the REDR

> President and Executive Secretary of ELARD

> Representative of the REDR
Report on the Session
The following networks were presented during the workshop

1.
Spanish Network for Rural Development. REDR
The Spanish Network for Rural Development (REDR) is a non-profit making association which was founded in 1995 with the general aim or promoting a global and sustainable model of rural development. 

The REDR is currently made up of Regional Networks, which include over 200 Rural Development Groups throughout Spain. These Regional Groups manage Programmes and Initiatives related to Rural Development, essentially EU Initiative LEADER and the Operative Programme for Development and Diversification of Rural Areas (PRODER). The aims of the network are : 
-To protect the interests of the members of the REDR in the Administrative Bodies. To  reinforce their presence in International Networks and Associations, and in national and international forums relevant for the present and future of rural development. 

-To render value added services to its members, in a way that they complement those already offered by Regional Networks to their local Groups. 

-To stimulate sustainable development policies with the objective of improving the welfare and long-term survival of rural populations, thus assuring a high-quality standard of living through the activity and employment which this provides. 

-To promote and encourage measures and synergies that help the development of the rural environment in a global way, (including programmes in those sectors of the population which are experiencing greater difficulties, agrifood production, rural tourism, preservation and protection of the environment, small and medium size rural enterprises, national and international cooperation, etc.) 
2.
Ibero-American Network for Rural Development 

The Ibero-American Network for Rural Development (Red Iberoamericana De Desarrollo Rural/RIDER) is in process of developing. In 2003. the Development Interamerican Bank (BID) submitted a project in Bolivia, Honduras and Ecuador . In 2005, BID invited REDR and Portuguese Network for Rural Development to participate in the project. In October 2005, they organised a seminar in Spain, with: 

· 12 rural spanish territories

· 3 rural portuguese territories

· 10 rural territorias from America Latina

· EXPIDER Consultors

· Technicians of Ministry of Agriculture. Spain

· Technicians of Differents Regional Governments in Spain

· Universities
in order to:

- Systematize and compare different experiences, derive learned principals lessons and begin to elaborate a code of good practices. 

- Establish a reciprocal learned system in order to extrapolate experiences and knowledge.

- Create an extensive area exclusive to exchange and cooperation.

- Provide exchanges in the European Cooperation with Latin America in order to allow them receive funds from European Cooperation to Lationamericans GAL.

- Promote and disseminate an integral model in rural development between Latin American and Europe
3.
European Network for Rural Development. ELARD
ELARD is a non-profit making association, founded in 1999, to campaign for improvements in the quality of life of rural areas and to maintain their population through sustainable, local development. It is made up by several hundred of Local Action Groups (LAG´s) that manage the LEADER+ Community Initiative in Spain,Portugal, Finland, United Kingdom, Ireland, Italy, France, Greece. Through the Local Action Groups, ELARD covers literally thousands of local authorities, private companies and civil society organisations.
The general aims of ELARD include Campaigning to spread the philosophy, principles and scope of the LEADER method. ELARD promotes integrated, territorial, partnership based approaches to rural development, whatever the source of funding.  It does this by acting as a forum for local groups that wish to exchange their experiences on rural development and share their views on the future of rural areas in Europe. It also acts as a bridge between its members and other organisations working for integrated rural development.  Finally, it transmits the concerns and findings of its members to European institutions.

Conclusion: 
The participants from non European countries demonstrated their interest to the LEADER Initiative and in exchanging experiences.
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