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ICARRD Special Thematic Session
Agrarian Reform – not without young people 

Session organized by 

The International Movement of Agricultural and Rural Catholic Youth (MIJARC)

Wednesday 8 March from 17h30 to 19h00, Meeting Room B
Topics discussed: 

> Access to land of young people in Latin America 

> Brazilian experience with programme “mi primera terra”

> Rural Youth Organizations working on the question of access to land 

Panellists:

> Christine Brandmeir; MIJARC presenting information from Martine Dirven, CEPAL, Chile

> Nivaldo Ramos Silva, MIJARC Brazil 

> George Dixon, MIJARC

> M. Vahamwiti Mukesyayira, IFAP

> Jose Luis Rodríguez, Via Campesina 
Report on the Session
Neoliberal market-led macroeconomic policies are adversely affecting rural communities all over the world. Multinationals are taking away land from all people who depend on land, water and forests for their livelihoods and wellbeing. The privatization of these natural resources and technologies has widened social inequalities between men and women, ethnicity, cast, class and generation. Such state-led policies have perpetuated the displacement, persecution, and criminalization of these marginalized groups, striving to retain access and control over their land and food, resulting in increased conflict, violence and violation of basic human rights.

Social reproduction is at risk. Rural people all over the world are facing indebtedness because of the high payments for privatized inputs such as pesticides, seeds (GMO), and other technologies as well as the purchase of land. Migration to urban areas has rapidly increased resulting in impoverishment, loss of identity and engagement in risky behaviours.  Ill health, disease and HIV are on the rise.

Young people do not have access and control over land, water, seeds etc and lack incentives to remain on the land due to societal structures of patriarchy and the markets. 

· adequate education is missing in rural areas, young people are not prepared for the live in rural areas

· to be young as a social category doesn’t allow young people to get responsibility, they have a secondary position in society

· young people lack financial means in order to start their economical activity

· young people often work together with their parents in agriculture but they do not get official recognition for this work and for the competences acquired

· young rural people are confronted to the conflict between tradition and modernity and as young people generally have a strong wish to change, to do differently, to transform, living in urban areas (symbol of modernisation) seems to be more attractive. Consequently the relation to agriculture and land gets lost as well as the knowledge of traditional ways of farming and processing of agricultural products.

· the inheritance laws often do not allow young people to get land when they want to become active and so they look for other employment opportunities

· land reform programs do not focus on the specific needs of young people

Young people are calling for ecologically and economically sustainable and equitable conditions of life. Young people demand opening of spaces in order to be involved in decision making that fully addresses their needs. Youth is not only the future, but also the present. 

· access to land is the  precondition which makes young people stay in rural areas. It will allow: 

· innovation in food production, processing and commercialisation

· investment in sustainability of production systems which requires time

· sustaining elderly people when safety nets are not available

· more labour-intensive forms of agriculture that are more sustainable

·  building locally based economies which are generating jobs and increasing the quality of life (more social services)
· access to land is crucial in order to prevent widespread social problems

· disruption of family bonds and social solidarity structures of co-operation

· exodus to cities which cannot absorb any more labour force

· growing hunger
Market-led agrarian reform programs specially designed for young people are not guaranteeing an autonomous way of setting up farming activity in rural areas, increase the price of land and lead to indebtedness of young rural people. 

Recommendations

We therefore demand governments to:

· Implement redistributive agrarian reform that enables young people to have access to and jurisdiction over land and natural resources 

· Implement agrarian reform that recognizes the social function of land, sea, natural resource in the context of food sovereignty

· Ensure representation and participation of young people in decision making and resource management structures at all levels - local, national and international.

· Allocate adequate resources for capacity building, inclusive education and e health care for young people

· Ensure supportive agrarian infrastructure including insurance facilities and regulation of markets for both inputs and outputs. 

· Legitimise collective control over common property resources.

· Dismantle discriminatory elements in inheritance and succession laws both customary and statutory

· Collect age disaggregated data in order to assess and monitor impact of agrarian reform policies in different groups

· Research and monitoring in the field of land use should be carried out in a participatory way while promoting agrarian reform and elimination of discriminatory practices. 

· Eliminate all forms of violence relating to land and natural resources
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