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ICARRD Special Thematic Session
The contribution of Organic Agriculture to Rural Development 

Session organized by
The International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM)

Wednesday 8 March from 19h15 to 20h45, Meeting Room B
Topics discussed: 

> Food security, food sovereignty, local market and agro-biodiversity

> Participatory models for guaranteeing organic products 

> Role of organic farmer organizations in enhancing and strengthening market linkages and local qualification processes 

Panellists:
> Cristina Grandi, IFOAM

> Alberto Pipo Lernoud, IFOAM, 

> Mario Ahumada, MAELA, 

> Laercio Ramos Meirelles, Centro Ecologico, Brazil,

> Andrea Ferrante, AIAB, organic farmer organization, Italy
Report on the Session
Around 40 people attended the meeting with interest: government representatives from Argentina and Brazil, FAO/UN officers, NGOs from Mexico, Iran and Italy.  Discussed topics were food security, sovereignty and local markets, participatory models for guaranteeing organic products, the role of organic farmer organizations in developing market access, including success stories of farmers. 

The different presentations demonstrated that organic agriculture is a tool for rural development because: maintains a healthy environment and preserves natural resources; valorizes traditional farmer knowledge; puts the farmer at the center of the farming strategy and restores a decision-making role to local communities; and produces healthy food appreciated by consumers.   

Andrea Ferrante analyzed the close relationship of territory and organic agriculture for a sustainable rural development. Mario Ahumada highlighted that in most Latin-American countries organic local market is small and organic products are addressed to export. Furthermore, he explained that small farmers have not access to export organic markets and certification system costs are high. 

Alberto Pipo Lernoud illustrated the IFOAM engagement to provide tools and assistance for access to local market; to promote organic local farmer associations; to organize local markets and the development of participatory guarantee systems.  He told about success stories of organic farmers in Latin America, in particular the role of organic farmer organizations. Laercio Meirelles explained the rural development model put into practice for the Ecovida net, composed by 3000 organic farmer producing for the local market (150 weekly fairs) and applying participatory guarantee systems.  

With the awareness of organic agriculture potential for contributing to rural development, the panelists recommended the governments to take action in:

· Developing public policies for supporting, building and organizing local markets for organic food and seeds.

· Drawing laws and norms to develop organic agriculture, support the family organic farming, promote local market and develop participatory guarantee systems

· Generating strategic alliances between producers, consumers and local institutions

· Pushing programs to support the organic farmers and educate the consumers

Report prepared by Cristina Grandi, IFOAM Liaison Office to FAO Manager 
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