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ICARRD Special Thematic Session
Empowering the rural poor through access to land 

Session organized by the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)

Tuesday 7 March from 17h00 to 19h30, Auditorium 11
Topics discussed: 

> Sharing of experiences and discussion with representatives of grass roots organisations, civil society, academic community, international agencies and country representatives.

> Chaired by:
Ms. Gunilla Olsson, Director, Policy Division of IFAD

> Inaugurated by: 
Mr. Miguel Rossetto, Minister fro State for Agrarian development, Government of Brazil

> Welcome address: Mr. Lennart Båge, President of IFAD 
> Key speakers:
Jean Jacques Gariglio, IFAD


Harold Liversage, IFAD

Panellists:
 
> Henry Saragih, Via Campesina, 

 
> Fernando Eguren, CEPES

 
> Alberto Broch, CONTAG

 
> Odenda Lumumba, Kenya Land Alliance

> M. Pereira da Silva of MMTR, North East, and
 
> Max Spoor, ISS
Report on the Session
The event focussed on the issue of empowerment of the poor in ensuring that secured access to land and its continued and productive use by the poor towards generating a better livelihood. The discussion also covered access to land through different means (e.g. markets, redistribution, etc.), and land tenure security (e.g. fully recognized and enforced land rights) for the poor. 

Minister Rossetto underscored the importance of a common global agenda on land reform to eradicate poverty. He stressed the need to create new opportunities for resistance against a future that was marked by agriculture without farmers. He said that agrarian reform was about citizenship that included sets of rights for rural citizens. He also called for continued and stronger partnership among the Federal Government, State Governments of Brazil and the Fund. President Båge stressed the fact that there are no blueprint solutions for improving access to land and tenure security. These should be tackled according to country and region specific conditions and existing structural obstacles for more equitable, efficient and sustainable agrarian structures. The President emphasized the need for a more proactive role for civil society organizations and the need for further strengthening them and for creating spaces for policy dialogue. IFAD presented some experiences from the field.

The event was attended by a large number of representatives of Farmer Organizations, NGOs and civil society representatives. The main recommendations that emerged were:  

(i) while all acknowledged the critical role that States play, there was a strong claim for IFIs to work directly with such organizations; 

(ii) rural transformation and development is not going to happen in isolation from other macro and sectoral  reforms (e.g. food sovereignty, fair free trade agreements, gender balance, access to credit, etc.) and the rural poor in particular will have to voice their demands;

(iii) indigenous peoples’ rights and culture need to be protected under any rural development approach; 

(iv) vulnerability can be mitigated and effectively addressed through empowerment of the poor and civil society organizations; and 

(v) to do so, a substantial level of financial and technical support is needed. 

It was noted that grassroots participation is critical for any development projects. It is important to address power relations, and to strengthen the role of civil society in a framework of partnership with other stakeholders, including the state. Working at all levels (local, national and international) was considered important. Details on the implementation of IFAD projects in Brazil were also presented to highlight some of the key issues presented, 

(annex 1 and 2). 

During the discussion, the participants also noted that for poverty reduction, land reform alone is not sufficient. It is necessary to have a broader rural development strategy and policy. It is important for ensuring that the rural poor are recognized as true rural citizens of their countries. The participants called on IFAD to support efforts to construct an alternative agricultural system – an agriculture that has farmers; to support efforts by national governments and civil society organizations to carry out agrarian reform and to spare no efforts to revive and improve on the UN Peasants Rights Charter. The participants noted that market-led approach in land reform has not delivered the expected results. It is important that future efforts for land and agrarian reform are led by the poor rural people, supported by appropriate policy environment. IFAD could engage national governments to support the development of appropriate policy frameworks. The participants also called for support to vulnerable groups such as indigenous populations as well as for women, and to the development of grassroots organizations. 

In closing, IFAD President, Lennart Bage emphasized, among other things, the importance of having more interactions between the state, civil society and international development institutions.
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