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ICARRD Special Thematic Session
Mechanisms for follow-up and Indicators on Rural Development

Session organized by FAO Rural Development Division (SDA)

Friday 10 March from 13h00 to 14h30, Meeting Room A
Topics discussed: 

> Review of existing indicators

> Identification of information needs for follow-up of Rural Development dynamics

> Proposals for new mechanisms and indicators
Panellists:
> Jean Bonnal, FAO Rural Development Division

> Samuel Thirion, Critica 

> Philippe Collomb, 

> Stéphane Jost, UN System Network on Rural Development and Food Security 

Report on the Session
Mr Samuel Thirion made an introductory intervention on the possible indicators on agrarian reform and rural development. If we agree that behind the objective to provide a global picture of rural development, an observatory is a learning process tool for rural development, it should create information at every level, including local level and involve stakeholders in information production and not only statistic services. It should also include indicators not only on situations (as human development, rural development, poverty eradication, economic performance, etc.) but also on the governance which produce or not produce these situations. A first exercise in this sense has been presented, showing how through some simple indicators it would be possible that dialogue and partnership are self –evaluated by stakeholders at the different levels (local, national, global) and between the levels (vertical partnership), providing a synthetic picture, through a matrix, of rural development governance in the word.

The debate was focused on two questions:

· One was how to involve small farmers in producing information. An experience has been presented in India, where small self-monitoring tools where proposed to producers, which were useful for themselves and for information collecting at local level as well. In the discussion it appeared clearly that information collecting tools and indicators have to be chosen in concertation at every level and not imposed from bottom.

· We discussed also about how to focus indicators more on dynamic than static situations: evaluating the processes and not only the situations and using different dates in order to identify the tendencies and understand the links between different tendencies.
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