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ICARRD Special Thematic Session
Secure forest tenure for sustainable forest management

and poverty alleviation in South East Asia
Session organized by FAO Forestry Department 

Wednesday 8 March from 14h45 to 16h15, Meeting Room A
Topics discussed: 

> Presentation of the results of a research conducted in South East Asia, on the link between forest tenure and sustainable forest management and poverty alleviation 

Panellists:
> Ms. Francesca Romano, FAO/ Forestry Policy and Information Division of FAO 
> Ms. Liz Alden Wily, independent researcher and consultant specialized on land and forest tenure in Africa.

Report on the Session
The session was aimed at informing the audience about the result of a study conducted recently by FAO on forest tenure in South East Asia, and to stimulate the discussion on the relation between forest tenure, sustainable forest management (SFM) and poverty alleviation (PA).

The presentation focused on the two components of the research. 

First, data where presented on the different type of ownership and management categories in place in Southeast Asia. With respect to this part, it was pointed out that the figures presented by FAO are not collected through bibliographical research, but are primary data, directly collected by FAO through national focal points. It was suggested by the audience to reconsider the classification, in particular to analyze more in detail the forests that are open access to user rights. Due to the relevance of this category (54% of public forests) this category might deserve further analysis. It was also highlighted how the situation in terms of securing tenure for local communities, is different between Southeast Asia and Africa. In particular according to Ms. Wily, formal and legal recognition of ownership of local communities over the forest in Africa is more significant than in SE Asia, where local communities and individual are mostly “managers” but not owners. 

The second part of the presentation highlighted the role of enabling tenure arrangements in securing SFM and PA. Different cases were presented. It emerged that while the role of tenure is fundamental for sound forest management, the relation with PA still deserves further analysis. However poverty should be considered not only in terms of PA, but also in terms of equity and empowerment. In this sense, the arrangements that recognize the interest of the poorest in terms of access, use and management of forest resources have a direct impact on PA. 

The session closed with the recognition that tenure issues are crucial and fundamental in forestry, and in particular that additional work is needed not only to clarify the relation with forest management, but that a specific effort is needed to support policy and legislation reform aimed at reforming forest tenure towards  more diversified systems. 
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