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ICARRD Special Thematic Session
Farmers’ empowerment through scientific literacy leading to poverty reduction strategies using participatory groundwater management

Session organized by FAO India and APFAMGS Project 

Thursday 9 March from 14h45 to 16h15, Meeting Room B
Topics discussed: 

> Revival of pro-poor policies, equal access to land, water and scientific information

> Capacity building of farmers to manage resources in a sustainable manner for combating poverty 

Panellists:
> Dr. P.S. Rao, National Programme Coordinator, FAO India

> Dr. Samala V. Govardhan Das, Water Management Expert, APFAMGS Project, India;
> Dr. Madhav Karki, Deputy Director General – Programs, ICIMOD

> Dr. Ganesh Pangare, Technical Director, World Water Institute

Report on the Session
While the world is engaged in fighting poverty and hunger, recent farmer suicides in India, have brought into focus the agrarian crisis in rural India mainly due to increasing indebtedness and lack of access to productive resources like land and water. The session discussed that revival of pro-poor policies, equal access to land, water and scientific information, in addition to building the capacity of farmers to manage resources themselves in a sustainable manner, are the essential elements for combating poverty and bringing rural farmers out of distress. The learning’s from successful initiatives promoted by civil society organizations were discussed and the need for up-scaling of such initiatives by incorporating in the national planning process was felt necessary for poverty reduction and sustainable natural resources management.

The main presentation was given by Dr. Samala V. Govardhan Das, FAO APFAMGS Partnership Project, India. The emphasis of his presentation was on

· Revival of pro-poor policies, equal access to land, water and scientific information for primary stakeholders to better manage their resources.

· Capacity building of farmers to manage resources in a sustainable manner for combating poverty.

Dr. Madhav Karki mentioned that the impact of globalization and its effect on the rural poor needs to be looked at closely and an effective regulatory mechanism be put in place to minimize the negative effects. He flagged the issue of ineffective land reforms due to an approach to land reforms in a narrow sense of access to land and advocates to have an integrated package approach. He also emphasized the role of civil society in reforming the government programs in various sectors. Community based natural resources management according to him was the only way forward.

Dr. P.S. Rao gave an overview of the Andhra Pradesh Farmer Managed Groundwater Systems Project being implemented in India by FAO along with Partner organizations. He emphasized that the project had successfully led to demand side management of groundwater being practiced by farmers, through community based institutions, on a large scale leading to creation of healthy aquifer systems. Finally he summed up that involvement of primary stakeholders “farmers” is the only way forward for arresting the declining groundwater levels and for better management of the land and water resources. He also felt that Science needs to be demystified for sustainable development.

Dr. Ganesh Pangare who also facilitated the session said that the time had come to federate “farmers” organizations, so that they could collectively bargain for various issues like reliable extension service, agricultural credit, access to better inputs, and collective development of water resources. He also mentioned that social policing by community based organizations would lead to a better management and protection of water resources.

The session was attended by a cross section of participants who attended the ICARRD conference. The participants of the session included persons from International Organizations, Governments, Civil Society, Research Institutions, Cooperatives and farmer organizations from Canada, Brazil, India, Portugal, Bolivia, Lesotho, Nepal, Namibia, etc. There was an elaborate question-answer round after the presentations.

Final recommendations of the session were:

· APFAMGS is the only project in India and the Asia-Pacific region implementing demand side management of groundwater and hence the learnings should be widely disseminated.

· Scientific information generated and used by farmers proved to be highly effective. Any further agrarian reforms and rural development should include this as a core intervention.

· Learning from and up scaling of successful civil society initiatives by way of better integration into the policy framework and design of agriculture and rural development programs by the government should be a priority

· The irrigation water (surface or ground) allocation should be made per capita, not on the land holding. 

· Public spending in groundwater irrigation development is presently insignificant, compared to huge amounts spent on surface water based irrigation sources. Government should recognize this disparity and enhance public investments in groundwater irrigation

· Networking of similar initiatives around the world for dissemination of learnings and setting up of capacity building initiatives for demand side management of ground and surface water needs to be taken up.
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