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ICARRD Special Thematic Session
From the Peasant Charter to the ICARRD: An Overview of the Current Trends and Emerging Issues in Rural Development

in the Asia-Pacific Region 

Session organized by
the Centre on Integrated Rural Development for Asia and the Pacific (CIRDAP)

Thursday 9 March from 13h00 to 14h30, Auditorium 11
Topics discussed: 

> Experiences of Asia-Pacific Region in Rural Development for organizing, empowering and equitable distribution of benefits to rural poor

> Areas of intervention to ensure employment generation and food security
Panellists:
> Durga P. Paudyal, Centre on Integrated Rural Development for Asia and the Pacific (CIRDAP)

> Atiqur Rahman, IFAD
> Wim Polman, FAO/Regional Office for Asia 
Report on the Session
To serve achievement of MDG’s for two thirds of world poor 0.75 % in rural areas in Asia and Pacific region, CIRDAP as regional intergovernmental WCARRD follow up agency established by FAO, sees need for promoting social-economic productivity enhancement in farm sector both farm and non farm based and sustainable resources management  development through improved institutional capacities for decentralization and coordination among core government agencies in particular agriculture and those dealing with rural development. Success models but not integrated and always replicable or can be up scaled are micro-credit Bangladesh; India employment guarantee scheme; Thailand one Tambon one Product; Korean village development scheme; Saemaul Undong,etc.

New issues access/management of natural resources by rural poor; access to markets and rural enterprise development; information technology, governments agencies concerned and NGO’s and private sector need to address the issues in synergetic manner, coordinated in defined (greed ICARRD monitoring criteria) rural spatial  areas; government in a regulatory and pro active economic development role in agriculture; main issues today is overlap of mandates ,functions between agriculture, NR departments and rural/local development  units no synergy lack of capacities and impact; CIRDAP can facilitate through its national link institutions to contribute to joint rural spatial development and management of human and natural resources  and provide success cases lessons learned from national experiences at regional level for policymakers and planners and built knowledge development capacities on emerging new policy areas like pro active government role in rural infrastructure for NF P&E education and training facilities etc.as, exchange visits of local planners, elected councillers, technical experts as well  as high level policy dialogue at regional level. 

Report on the outcome of partnership meeting 
Five proposals were discussed with interested regional partner agency ICIMOD, based in Nepal, 

1) CIRDAP as focal point for ICARRD capacity building of relevant agencies and CSO’s concerned with follow up/promotion of success cases and role as observatory monitoring of the ICARRD indicators in Asia and Pacific (endorsed by Commission 2 on 9th March); (
2) CIRDAP to facilitate in partnership with scientific and technical expert institutions in Nepal, India and others cross border water supply enhancing strategic approaches and synergy in policy making based upon success cases in South Asia; 
3) CIRDAP to facilitate policymaking on land rights issues and replication of success cases enhancing participation of hill tribe people in the implementation of agreed UN Conventions on Indigenous \peoples and on Biodiversity through its national link institutions; 
4) CIRDAP to facilitate a re-orientation and pro active policy formulation and implementation approach on promotion of non farm production and employment opportunities for small and marginal farmers, rural workers, women, as well success case replication of NF P&E strategies and up scaling in South Asian countries; as well as national sub regional and regional studies on comparative advantages and competitiveness of WTO affected rural economic sectors;
5) CIRDAP to facilitate mainstreaming of rural and agricultural development policies in nationally defined rural spatial areas, in particular success cases on decentralization, NF P& E strategies and capacity building on pro poor participatory local governance. 

Report by Wim Polman, Rural Development Officer, RAPS Bangkok 
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