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ICARRD Special Thematic Session
The experience of the “Foro Mundial sobre la Reforma Agraria-FMRA” (Valencia/Spain, December 2004)
Session organized by CERAI, España and AGTER, Francia

Thursday 9 March from 19h15 to 20h45, Meeting Room B
Topics discussed: 

Presentation of documents and audiovisual of the Forum FMRA
Panellists:
> Vicent Garcés, CERAI, Spain
> Michel Merlet, AGTER, France
> Sergio Leite, IBASE, Brazil
> Luiz Vicente Facco, CONTAG, Brazil
Report on the Session
The participants, who were all members of the Comité Internacional Promotor, CIP, (International Promoting Committee) of the FMRA, commented from various perspectives on the genesis, preparation and development of the World Forum on Agrarian Reform. The official notification started by asserting that the new paradigm of food sovereignty requires implementing Agrarian Reform processes. These processes must be assumed by the States as an obligation for those countries that need it, in the frame of the respect of human rights and applied as an efficient public policy in order to fight poverty. 

 

The process that culminated in the FMRA was initiated by the Centro de Estudios Rurales y Agricultura Internacional CERAI, (Centre of Rural Studies and International Agriculture) at the World Social Forum held in Porto Alegre in January 2003. During the consequent preparation and development until 2004, hundreds of social organizations, academic entities and institutions from all over the world made their theoretical and practical contributions. 

 

From the 5th to the 8th December 2004, around 500 representatives from over 200 organizations of country people, women, indigenous people, organizations for the human rights, for consumers, for environmental care and also public institutions from 72 countries in the five continents met together at the World Forum on the Agrarian Reform in Valencia. The Forum held three Plenary Conferences and twenty-five workshops arranged by the CIP, as well as fourteen self-managed workshops. The FMRA recovered and vindicated the figure of the engineer Pascual Carrión, who defended the agrarian reform in favour of peasantry in Spain around the years 1930.

 

The FMRA stated that “the battle initiated by the peasants of the world and the indigenous people claiming for the right to access the land and the natural resources is not a battle in favour of a sector interest, although it affects to half of the world population. There will not be social progress neither in the rural environment nor in the urban setting, if the marginalization of millions of peasants who have not access to natural resources is accepted. Moreover, under those conditions there will not be democratic governability worthy of that name. The battle of worldwide peasants for the recognition of their rights is the battle of everybody”.   

The conclusions of the FMRA were taken, in January 2005, to a Special Conference at the World Social Forum (FSM) in Porto Alegre/Brazil.Later on, the CERAI favoured a Conference at the FSM held in Caracas in January 2006, under the title “From the FMRA to the CIRADR”.

 

Materials of the FMRA that were presented at the Session: 

 

*       Audiovisual documentary (DVD) about the FMRA, produced by the CERAI/Spain. Valencia, 2005.

 

*       Audiovisual documentary (DVD) about the FMRA, produced by Carta Maior. Brazil, 2005.

 

*       Digital Report about the FMRA (DVD), produced by the CERAI/Spain. Valencia 2006.

 

*       Report Book of the FMRA, published by the CERAI/Spain, Valencia 2006.

 

*       Interviews Book “Resistencias Campesinas” (Peasant Resistances), published by the CERAI/Spain, Valencia 2006.

 

*       Book about the FMRA, published in Spanish, Portuguese and English by Carta Maior/Brazil. Brazil 2006. 

 

All the information about the FMRA can be found at: http://www.fmra.org 

 

Final Conclusion of the Session:

 

Starvation is due, in the majority of cases, to the fact that peoples or groups plunged into poverty do not have access to the means of production, or their available access is not sufficient to cover their minimum nutritional needs. The most serious cases of poverty and starvation correspond to peasants without land or to peasants who own little plots whose quality and size impede the sustenance of a family. 

 

In order to let the rural population as a whole –this represents over 45% of the world population- feed themselves, some global processes of Agrarian Reform, adapted to the conditions of each country and region, are needed. These Reforms must make possible an equitable access to the production resources (mainly to land, water, woods and fishing), as well as to the means of production, such as financing and qualification, for all peasants and indigenous farmers –with equal opportunities for women-.

  

The documentaries and the audiovisual materials generated by the FMRA and presented by the CERAI to the CIRADR will contribute, doubtlessly, to the diagnosis, analysis, proposals and hopes born in the bosom of an organized civil society all over the world.
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