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ICARRD Special Thematic Session
The language we have to talk with the Mountain Areas 

Session organized by the Swiss Government and The Adelboden Group 

Thursday 9 March from 19h15 to 20h45, Meeting Room A
Topics discussed: 

> Mountain areas and their population’s exposure to poverty, hunger, social and political marginalisation and conflicts 

> Constraints and comparative advantages for mountain agriculture

> Interdependencies between the mountain areas and the lowlands 

Panellists:
> Minister Miguel Palomino, President of the Interim Bureau of the Adelboden Group

> E. Hofer, Swiss Government 

> Madhav Karki, International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), Nepal 

> Kanchan Lama, Women Organizing for Change in Agriculture and Natural Resources

   Management (WOCAN), Nepal

> Antonietta Gutierrez-Rosati, Asociación Desarrollo Medio Ambiental Sustentable (ASDMAS)
   Peru

> Saul Vicente Vasquez, International Indian Treaty Council, Mexico

> Dominique Legros, SARD in Mountain Regions Project 

Report on the Session
This Special Thematic Session was organized by the Adelboden Group in cooperation with the SARD in Mountain Regions (SARD-M) Project team with the financial support of the Swiss government. The Workshop was opened by Mr. Miguel Palomino de la Gala, President of the Interim Bureau of the Adelboden Group. Mr. Palomino underlined the importance of the Mountain Ecosystem and the crucial role played by the Adelboden Group as a platform for the discussion of policies and policy instruments, exchange of experience, and preparation of initiatives, as requested in the Adebolden Declaration.

Mr. Palomino explained that the Adebolden Group is a global action-oriented group, with a voluntary membership, and opened to diverse stakeholders, including: 

· Governments from mountain countries all over the world; 
· Civil society (e.g. NGO‘s, women, indigenous people, workers and trade unions, Euromontana, PASOLAC, Plan Bleu); 
· International organizations (e.g. CIP, FAO, ICARDA, ICIMOD, IFAD, UNEP); 

· Other partners, (e.g. the Mountain Forum, the Mountain Partnership, the Carpathian Convention, legal entities of private law (economic, consumers, professional and cultural organizations), legal entities of public law (regions, lender, municipalities, cantons, and other structures).

He also explained that the Adebolden Group strategically focuses on the following three Millennium Development Goals: MDG 1, Eradication of the extreme poverty and hunger; MDG 7. Ensure environmental sustainability; MDG 8 “Creating a global partnership for development”. 

Mr. Palomino mentioned that the major action of the Adelboden Group since its launch has been its contribution to the formulation and implementation of FAO SARD-M Project.

The following interventions were made by:

· Dr. Eduard Hofer, representative of the Swiss Government, gave a presentation on the agriculture and legal mechanisms designed by the Swiss Government to protect farmers and consumers, assuring the sustainability of the farm activity and recognizing the effort made to maintain an ecological equilibrium in their farming system.
· Dr. Madhav Karki, Deputy Director General, International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development, from Nepal, focused on the issue of how to understand mountain areas and increase the opportunities of their populations to transform vulnerabilities into securities and well-being.

· Ms. Kanchan Lama, Coordinator of the Women Organizing for Change in Agriculture and Natural Resources Management, from Nepal, noted that mountain women have tremendous knowledge and high potential for contributing to rural development in alleviating poverty. However they are excluded from the mainstream of rural development planning due to their lack of identity as participants in public discourse. The exclusion of mountain women not only negatively affects the planning process of rural development for the remote and isolated mountain areas, but also contributes to widening the gap of an equitable distribution of development benefits.

· Ms. Antonietta Gutierrez-R, Director of Asociación Desarrollo Medio Ambiental Sustentable, from Peru, presented the importance of the Andes and in particular of the Peruvian mountains, and the positive experience of a project that is rendering good results to small farmers and communities through multi-stakeholders participation, enabling governmental structures and policies at local, sub-national and national levels. She also mentioned that efficient management of natural resources and good practices, and appropriate technologies must be the central focus of rural development, fully understanding the highland-lowland interactions.

· Mr. Saul Vicente Vasquez, International Indian Treaty Council, from Mexico, spoke about the current situation of indigenous people and what is important to do to assure the recognitions of their rights and sovereignty of the population. He called for looking holistically at the situation of the indigenous population rights.

▪     Ms. Dominique Legros, FAO, Project Coordinator, on the SARD-M Project.
Recommendations
Mr. Palomino summarised the interventions and asked the floor to consider the following recommendations, to be submitted to ICARRD: 
· Need for structures at national and decentralized levels for effective and efficient implementation of policies;
· In order to achieve community-based agriculture and rural development, governments should not just give land to the poor, but must also ensure that sustainable mechanisms and resource allocations exist to support the sustainable use of land by new owners;

· Need to actively support the diversification of mountain economies through networks of enterprise development, marketing infrastructure and information systems, business development services and extension support based on national/local standards and good practices;

· Recognition of women as landowners is important to achieve a favourable situation for mountain women’s participation and ensure equal rights to land for women; 

· Recognition of the rights of local communities, of property and succession rights, including appropriated land tenure and cadastral arrangements, and of the rights of indigenous and tribal people.
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